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INTER“ARAB AFFALRS 


GULF STATE SECURITY AGREEMENTS 
Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 27-28 Nov 80 pl 
{Text} 


KUWAIT, Nov. 26 (SPA) — The King- —_— needed for as lengthy a stay as they want. The 
dom is awaiting ratification of several bilat- = current visit to Kuwait included talks with 
eral 


Arab Emirates and Oman are in handsof = the war between [rag and Iran.’ Prince Naif 
these countries’ ministers. Saudi Arabia last = said 
year and early this year secunty pacts The has respected res: hitions 
with Tunisia, Jordan and Iraq. by ministers to allow the movemen. and 
Also linked to the Kingdom by secunty — residence of Palestinians in Arab countnes, 
agreements signed during the past year are = the prince said. But the government, he 
the Republic of China and South Korea. out, does not 
Once these (new) agreements have been ‘ting in the Kingdom on short visas or bnef 
signed, they will heip bring about the secunty — contracts to bring in their families since ths 
coordination and unificaton that we have would tax available services. Deaisior« om 
wanted. Prince Naif said keeping families out “were not sec nity 
security of every state inthe Arabian = measures. the prince said. 
Gulf affects the secunty of the Saudi Arabian Those who expect to be in the Kingdom for 
Kingdom,” he said.“ We will not permitany 4 ume. and who can afford to maintain 
+. A being them in. be edded. And people | the 
The prince said his government now treats in, in 
Kuwait cinzens as Saud) Arabians in terms of pnor to the new regulations are 


entry. exit and residence. Only an entry visa s exempt. 

















NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SUDAN, MOROCCO AGREE ON JOINT TRADE PLAN 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 15 Nov 80 p 16 


[Text] Sudan and Morocco agreed on Wednesday to establish joint Chambers of 
Commerce and Trade centers in the capitals of both countries. 


The agreement signed here by Sudanese Trade Minister Farouk Al-Maghboul and 
Moroccan education and scientific research minister Saeed Billashier, also 
called for exchange of visits by businessmen from both countries. 


The two countries also agreed to revive a navigation agreement they signed in 
1977 but failed to implement. Meanwhile, in another development five interna- 
tional banks have agreed in principle to reschedule Sudanese debts totalling 
600 million dollars, Finance Minister Bader-Edin Suliman has said. 


Suliman, quoted by the Sudanese news agency, said the agreement would be 
formalised in the near future. Citibank, Chemical Bank, Deutsche Bank, Union 
Banques Arabes et Francaises and the Arab-African International Bank would give 
Sudan three years grace period and seven years maturity in the reported resche- 
duling agreement, Suliman said. 


Sudan is also seeking the possibility of getting 50 million dollars to 100 
million dollars from European lending markets to support its balance of pay- 
ment, Suliman said without elaboration. No other details were given. 


Another AP report has said that a week-long symposium on how to achieve African 
industrialisation through modern technology began in Khartoum, on Wednesday. 
The symposium sponsored by the United Nations Industrial Development Organisa- 
tion and the Organisation of African Unity, aims *t putting technical know-how, 
acquired by industrial countries of developed [as published] at home to best 
use in the Black continent. 


A UNIDO Press release said the symposium would also seek means of boosting in- 
dustrialisation in Africa and national technology planning. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REPORTS OF FIGHTING LN AFGHAN PROVINCES 
Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 80 p 22 


(Text] Peshawar, Nov, 27--According to reports from inside Afghanistan, heavy 
fighting continues all over Afghanistan between the Russian forces and Mujahideen, 


In Rustaq sub-province of Pakhar province Russian troops leunched the attack with 
more than one thousand tanks and armoured cars and 62 helicopters and jet bombers 
after Mujahideen eliminated Karmal's troops and captured their weapons, 


In the fighting that took place Mujahideen killed 22 Russian soldiers, five 
Mujahideen were martyred, But casualties among the villages were very high. 


More than a hundred women and children were killed and 60 houses, mosques and 
schools were destroyed, 


Russian invaders launched an attack on Bolaghain and Sanjan of Kohistan sub- 
province (Parwan province). 


Fighting continued for one and half day. Details of casualties is not known, but 
two helicopters were shot down, 


Another Russian attack was launched on Andarab of Boghlan province, Mujahideen 
of the Islamic alliance resisted strongly. Numerous Russians were killed and 
five tanks destroyed, 


According to a report from Baghlan, Mujahideen of Nahreen launched an attack on 
the Russian troops. In the heavy fighting 82 Russian soldiers were killed and 
seven tanks were destroyed. 


The report adds that all Parchami agents escaped from the sub-provincial capital 
of Nahreen after this incident, 


According to a report from Panjshair, Mujahideen of the alliance defeated enother 
attack by the enemy for bringing the valley under its control. In one of the 
incidents, Mujahideen under the command of Abdul Wasae destroyed four tanks and 
six trucks and killed a large number of the invading troops. 














In another incident Mujahideen destroyed three tanks and killed more than one 
hundred Russians and Karmal's troops, Three officers and twenty soldiers of che 
Babrak Army and some weapons were captured by the Mujahideen, 


The Afghan Government has warned Cabinet Ministers, party members, the Armed 
Forces, Secret Police and ~ilitia against harassing people in the name of quashing 


guerilla activities and said that anyone found guilty would be severely punished, 
Kabul radio announced, 


A commission has been set up to investigate the growing number of accusations of 
murder and harassment, the state-owned radio said last night, 


“Concerned Ministers and all Government officials at the centre and in the 
provinces will be held responsible for following the hasic principle of the 
Government's laws, regulations and decrees in dealing with the counter-revolu- 
tionaries," the radio said,--PPI-AFP, 


cSO: 4920 











AFGHANISTAN 


HEAVING FIGHTING CONTINUES LN PAKTIA 
Karachi DAWN in English 26 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


(Text] Peshawar, Nov, 25--The Hezb-i-Islami, Afghanistan, has claimed that 
fighting was going on all over Afghanistan against the invading Russian forces 
with most of the territory now under full control of Mujahideen, 


According to a report, Mujahideen of Hezb-i-Islami, Afghanistan, attacked the 
capital of Paktia province (Sharana), The fighting lasted from 10 p.m, till 
early morning. As a result a military jeep along with the wireless set and two 
military trucks were completely burnt up. 


The Governor's communication house was destroyed, fhree towers of the Governor's 
building were destroyed, and a commander, two captains and twenty soldiers were 
killed, 


Reports from Laghman provin.— say that heavy fighting took place between Muja- 
hideen of Shinwar, and the Kussians in which several hundred Russians and militia 
troops were killed, 


According to a report from Kumar province, Russian troops launched an attack on 
Dera Paich, 


In the fighting Mujahideen destroyed three tanks, killed four Russians and wounded 
several of them, Heavy bombardmenc by helicopters and jets severely damaged Shah 
Saleem, Chenar Banda, Malumanda, Shengal, Wamt and several other villages. 


Another report from Kunar said a strong Russian attack was also launched on Dara 
Mazar. in this attack in which hundreds of tanks and chirty planes took part, 
hundreds of Russians were killed and 55 Mujahideen, 


According to a report from Laghman province, Russians suffered heavy casualties. 
They withdrew from Laghman but in some places tried to instal their agents.--PPI. 
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JOINT USSR-AFGHAN 'MANEUVERS' 

Karachi DAWN in English 27 Nov 80 p 1 

(Text) New Delhi, Nov. 26--Joint Soviet-Afghan military exercises have been 
underway in Afghanistan for the past two weeks which are officially described as 


"manoeuvres," but which western diplomats are inclined to classify as search and 
destroy operations. 


Reports from the provinces reaching Kebul contain gruesome details, 


Many reports said the Afghan troops involved in the manoeuvres were disgruntled 
and outraged by the civilian population's cold rejection of them, 


In the townlet of Hussein-Kot, only 15 kilometres north of the capital a general 
agreement has been reached between the soldiers and the local inhabitants. 


Searches are carried out in form only. 


According to Kabul Radio anc Afghan newspapers, almost all the impe~tant ministers 
visited the manoeuvre areas to evaluate deployment of the troops "and to suggest 
improvements." . 


In Kabul itself security measures have again been tightened since the manoeuvres 
began.--DPA. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REPORT ON FIGHTING LN KANDAHAR AREA 
Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 80 pp 1, 10 


(text) Quetta, Nov 30--As a result of grim fighting in district Khakhiawa (Kanda- 
har province), the Mujahideen of Hizb-i-Islami Afghanistan (Yunis Khalis group) 
captured 50 guns, four rifles and four soldiers of the Afghan Army, 


The Mujahideen also attacked a godown and seized 15,000 kilogcams of wheat, They 
also hoisted the white flag of the Hizb-i-Islami in the area, 


The freedom fighters e'so attacked the Education Department office at Sarikar, the 
provincial headquarters of Parwaan province, as a result of which they killed three 
members of the Parcham Party and captured 30 Afghan Armymen, 


They also seized seven rifles and three machine-guns, 


the Afyhan Army encircled a camp of the Mujahideen in the Khogiani area of Nangar- 
har Division and killed 17 M jahideen and three other persons, 


The Mujahideen, however, succeeded in breaking the siege and gunned down 23 troops 
of the Afghan Army including 18 Russian officers, The Mujahideen sniped at a 
police station in Kabuli Darwaza area in Kandahar City at night and killed two 
Russian captains and many guards posted there, 


Three Mujahideen also lost their lives in this attack, 

In another attack in the Herat Darwaza area in Kandahar City, the Mujahideen 
killed twelve Afghan Armymen besides destroying three weapon carriers ana two 
tanks. They also seized a wireless set. 


The attack was conducted by Commander Haji Khair, 


The freedom fighters also attacked an Afghan forces camp in Enjergia area (Kanda- 
har province) ai? as a result of four hours of tense fighting the Mujahideen killed 
eight troops of the Afghan Army and destroyed three tanks. Six Mujahideen lost 
their lives while three were grievously injured. 




















New Russian Rifle 


According to reliable reports received from acroas the border, the Soviets are 
testing their new AK~74 assault rif'e--a 5.45 am weapon likely to replace the 
exieting AK-47 vrifle--in cheir combat against the Mujahideen in Afghanistan, 


An analyeie of ite rounds shows that the projectile is not made of lead but 
consiete of a steel insert surrounded by a copper jacket with au empty space in 
the extreme nose which ‘blows an enormous hole in a man,' 


This feature of the new rifle raises the possibility of violation of the Geneva 
Convention againet the use of explosive bullets which banned the notorious ‘dum- 
dum' hollowpoint bullet, 


The new rifle has two variante--the solid stock AK-74 and the folding AKS-74 which 
are apparently similar to the old AK-47 but are thought to make better use of 
plastics in their construction, 


le is further learnt chat the Soviets have inducted P-19 surveillance radars in 
Afghanistan which are used in conjunction with SAMs surface-to-air missiles, These 
radare have the ability to guide the missiles towards low flying targets through 
heavy clutter and have a maximum range of 35 kms, 


Meanwhile, acts of sabotage and assassination against Soviet personnel have 
recently increased amidst growingly strained relations between Soviet forces and 
Afghan Army, One recent example was the assassination of four Russians while 
sleeping at a military camp near Mazar-i-Sharif. 


Fighting also erupted between the Soviet troops stationed at Jalalabad and Afghan 
soldiers in which a number of Russians were killed during an exchange of fire, 


The names of those involved in this infighting have been sent to the Army head- 
quarters at Kabul for necessary action, 


Cuban Denial 


Cuba's Foreign Ministry yesterday strongly denied news reports its troops have 
been sent to Afghanistan. 





In an official dispatch transmitted by Cuba's official ‘Prensa Latina’ news agency 
the Ministry said reports published earlier last week accused Cuba of sending 
soldiers to Afghanistan. 


"There are no Cuban soldiers, there are no Cuban combat units in Afghanistan. 
Those who say or imply otherwise are lying," the Ministry said. 


According to a BBC report tonight, Cuban Foreign Ministry statement said such 
reports were meant to undermine Cuba's mediatory efforts to bring about a settle- 
ment of the Afghan problem. 
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SOVIET TROOPS' MORALE EXPECTED TO FALL 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 30 Nov 80 p 8 


(Text) Peking, Nov, 29--Afghan guerillas fighting Soviet troops are suffering from 
a shortage of warm clothing and lack of shelter as the bitter winter sete in, the 
official New China News Agency (NCMA) said today. 


But the extreme cold will also guerillas, it added, {as publi sheg/7 


Quoting guerillas, the NOMA said that the morale of Soviet impede the movement 
of Soviet tanks and aircraft, especially the helicopter gunships which posed the 
main threat to the troops was expected to sink further this winter. 


The guerillas had the advantage that they obtained their supplies locally unlike 
the Soviet troops who were supplied from thousands of miles away, it added. 


It said: “Although the guerillas “can live under the open sky in the mountains 
in sumer, they, however, must find a place to live in today." "Their winter 
clothes and quilts are not adequate." 


"As the freedom fighters are lightly-equipped and waging a guerilla warfare, it 
is unlikely that their operations will be seriously affected by the winter," it 
said, 


The NCNMA quoted guerilla leaders as saying Soviet troops were likely to concen- 
trate their forces to defend major cities, airfields and bases this winter. 


"They are expected to safeguard the security of main lines of communication and 
attack selected areas under guerilla control to cut off contact between different 
groups,” it added,--Reuter 
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PETROLEUM TRADING FLUCTUATES 


Exports Resumed 


Paris AN=NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMD in English 17 Nov 80 p 4 
(texte) 


Imports of Petroleum Products 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEM) in English 24 Nov 80 p 5 


(Text) 


4920 





country had enough currency reserves to maintain its 
ccnaneny without of exports for another 6 month, ond 
even 11 months if everybody tightened their belts (An 
Nahar Arab Report 4 MEMO, October 20). 
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NEW MEAT AGREEMENT CONCLUDED WITH NEW ZEALAND 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 17 Nov 80 pp 4, 5 
(Text) 


At the present rate of supply, New Zealand is pro- 


Last week, Iran's Minister of State for Executive 
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DISPOSITION OF SHAH'S WEALTH POSES SERIOUS PROB LEMS 
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Karachi DAWN in English 26 Nov 80 pp 7,9 


[article by Yehia M, Syed] 
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Former Iranian Prime Minister, Fata Sharief Emami, the fourth of the Shah's 
“money men," was also called "Mr Five Per Cent" in the inner Government circles 
as that was the percentage he got as commission on every deal concluded between 
private enterprises and the shady Pahlavi Foundation, the organisation which 
acted as the royal family's conduit to carefully concealed bank accounts abroad, 
Emami, who for 16 years ran the Foundation, escaped Teheran before the February 
None of these, including the late Shah, perhaps, was or is aware that there is no 
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BRIEFS 


U.S. DATA COMPANY SUES--The American company Control Data Corporation has filed 
lawsuits totalling $28 million against the government and firms in Iran for non- 
payment of its computer services, The claims are based on the failure of the 
company's Iranian customers to pay their bills, and Control Data Corporation's 
inability to recover the use of its assets, mainly computer equipment under lease, 
Control Data's Vice-president Lawrence Perlman said the purpose of the suits was 
to protect the company's legal rights in Iran as no other legal remedy was avail- 
able. This did not mean, he added, that the company was unwilling to arrive at 
an amicable resolution of its differences with the Iranian clients, On the con- 
trary, such a solution was desirable to Control Data in order to resume normal 
business with Iran as soon as possible, Mr Pelman pointed out, (Text) (Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 24 Nov 80 p 5] 
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ISRAEL 


"DAVAR'CRITICAL OF POLICY IN TERRITORIES 
TAO81635 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 8 Dec 80 p 7 


[Commentary by Dani Rubinstein: “When the Military Considerations Are the Sole 
Decisive Ones") 


[Text] For many months, ever since Defense Minister ‘Ezer Weizman resigned, no 
political echelon has devoted any attention to the administered territories. When 
Moshe Dayan and Shim'on Peres were defense ministers and after that, during ‘Ezer 
Weizman's period in office, every action in the West Bank or the Gaza Strip was 
also considered from the political or socio-economic viewpoint. Matters have now 
gone through a complete metamorphosis. It is the military-security consideration 
that now guides almost everything done in the territories. 


In the past a cabinet minister was the person to go to with complaints, requests 
and problems from Nabulus, Hebron and Gaza. Today, such a person no longer exists. 
Prime Minister Begin has, in fact, left the handling of the territories to the IDF, 
the chief of staff the police, the security services and his deputy, Mordekhay 
Tzipori. The main interest Begin and Tzipori have shown in Judaea and Samaria has 
been in the Gush Emunim settlements. Without examining their timetable of meetings 
and sessions over the past year, it is clear that the Elon More affair, for example, 
was far more important for them than dealing with any matter involving the Arab 
population in the territories. 


It has been a long time since any Israeli from the pe'itical level visited an Arab 
town in the territories. Begin has never made such a visit and neither has Tzipori. 
It seems, in fact, that not one of the current cabinet members has ever set foot 

in an Arab town hall or house in the territories. This is an enormous change from 
the practice in previous years. Apart from previous defense ministers, some of 
whom were more (Dayan) and some less (Weizmann) involved on a daily basis with 
matters of policy in the territories, a very considerable list of previous cabinet 
ministers dealt with this: Yig'al Allon, Yosef Almogi, Mikha'el Hazani, Yosef 
Sapir, Victor Shem-tov, Avraham ‘Ofer, Abba Eban, Shlomo Hillel, Hayim Givati, 
Aliyahu Sasson and others. Each of them devoted some part of their time and work 
to the inhabitants of the West Bank and Gaza, held meetings, got to know people, 
made tours of public institutions and Arab municipalities in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Today there is nothing. Begin's current government is putting into practice 
the Israeli saying that has angered so many people: The Arab problem must be 
examined through the sights of a gun. Perhaps this is what Moshe Dayan meant when 
he said, as he was quoted by a television correspondent on Saturday night: “Some- 
times the military government treats the Arabs of the territories the way a dictator 
treats the natives.” 
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It was against this background chat the Ministerial Committee for Security Affairs 
decided to deport Fahd al-Qawasimi and Muhammad Milhim. "From the security aspect, 
there was no alternative,” Justice Minister Moshe Nisim said, and security elements 
insisted on this firmly (I do not know whether all the security elements claimed 
this, at least one of them vas not pleased with the (passage indistinct 


cause much more security damage, there 
are army and security personnel who believe in a violent policy of deportations, 
firing at demonstrators and massive punishment, and they are the people who now 
control Judaea, Samaria and Gaza. Only the Visnews Television Film (and not that 
of Israeli television), which was screened throughout the world and showed Israeli 
soldiers firing from a roof-top, caused a change in policy, and over the last few 
days more tear gas and rubber bullets have been used and less live ammunition. 


The security elements, who are the only decisionmakers on the scene, are now 
fighting an all-out war against Palestinian flags, theater performances, folklore 
shows, books and art exhibitions and even the Gaza Bank, which wants to be called 
the Bank of Palestine, and, of course, male and female students who throw stones. 
Compared to the situation in previous years, today this is the most prominent and 
almost the only Israeli presence in the streets of the Arab towns. 


Obviously, terrorist activity in the West Bank and Gaza, or anywhere, must be 
blocked, but wien what is involved is Israeli policy in the territories, the secu- 
rity consideration is only one of many. For example, from the security point of 
view the open bridges are real trouble. Why are they not closed? There were some 
IDF commanders, such as Rehav'am Ze'evi, who once held a regional command, who 
demanded that they be closed, but they were not heeded. 


From the security standpoint, the employment of Arab workers in the Israeli eco- 
nomic structure is a disaster. Many Jews have been killed because workers from 
the territories planted bombs or served as a cover for terrorists who infiltrated 
their ranks. But no security element has suggested that the employment of the 
Arab workers--who are also building fortifications and settlements (and acquiring 
information about them in the process)--be halted. It turns out that there are 
many other considerations, political and economic, that are often far more impor- 
tant than the security considerations. To put the matter bluntly: the security 
elements are ready to have a few Jews killed by bombs, but for the bridges to 
remain open and the workers from Gaza and Hebron to continue coming to Tel Aviv. 


An examination of the expulsion of al-Qawasimi and Milhim and of the security 
considerations that weighed in favor of the expulsion shows that these were point- 
less. In every corner of the territories there are hundreds and thousands of 
persons who speak and behave just like the two deported mayors of Hebron and Halhul, 
or even worse. If their deportation were defined as a means of deterrence, what 
they experienced since their original deportation 7 months ago would be sufficient 
(if deportation is in fact a deterrent, for leaders have been deported from the 
territories ever since 1967). 


From the military-security point of view, the Arab population in the territories 
is a very small problem. After all, they have neither tanks nor planes, and they 
can perpetrate only a few acts of terrorism and sabotage, and even these are usually 


19 

















blocked by the security services. The problems in the territories are hardly of 

a security nature; they are political. The social and economic ties with Israel 

are far more im -ortant, Therefore, what should have been asked was: was the expul- 
sion of al-Qawasimi and Milhim politically necessary? This is a whole new question, 
This kind of expulsion--and the same holds for all the acute penal actions in the 
territories--solves virtually nothing from the security point of view. On the 
contrary, these actions deepen the hatred and the bitterness, and, what is more 
important, they make the possibility of dialogue between us and the residents of 

the territories more remote, 


When al-Qawasimi and Milhim are no longer in Hebron and Halhul, we will not be rid 
of them. They will be in Amman, Beirut, Parise, London, on UN rostrums, in the 
United States. They will cause us far greater damage there, or when they meet with 
"Arafat and George Habash, and they will be more embittered and more enraged. Then, 
too, we shall, ultimately, have to talk with them and live with them and with others 
like them in East Jerusalem, Nabulus and Ramallah. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


LABOR PARTY COMMITTEE ENDORSES PROPOSAL ON TERRITORIES 
TAO71428 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1300 GMT 7 Dec 80 


[Text] A labor party committee has approved a draft political proposal which 
will be submitted to the party's convention. Our correspondent Asher Schwartz 
notes that the draft proposal opposes the annexation of all the territories and 
advocates recognized and defensible borders that will be permanent. The labor 
party states that there should be no return to the 4 June 1967 borders and that 
Jerusalem will remain united and under Israeli sovereignty. The municipal layout 
of Jerusalem should provide for more involvement of all the inhabitants in admin- 
istering the city's affairs. The draft proposal further calls for negotiations 
with Jordan and Syria and for a territorial compromise with them (?and for a settle- 
ment on) the establishment of a Jordanian-Palestinian state whose cerritory west 
of the Jordan River would be demilitarized. 


The labor party would be ready to talk to Palestinian personalities and elements 
in the framework of the negotiations on peace with Jordan. The draft proposal 
regards the autonomy as one of the possibilities for an interim arrangement. The 
proposal further emphasizes that the defense and settlement alignment in the Golan 
Heights will remain under Israeli sovereignty as well as the Jordan Rift Valley, 
the northwestern part of the Dead Sea, Gush ‘Ezyon, the area surrounding Jerusalem 
and the southern part of the Gaza Strip. 


{Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew on 7 December says in a report by Moshe Meisels that 
according to Knesset members Gad Ya'aqobi's and Hayim Tzadoq's suggestion it was 
decided to add to a passage stating that "the territory of the Palestinian-Jordanian 
state west of the Jordan River will be demilitarized and no foreign army will be 
allowed to cross the Jordan in a westward direction" the following sentence: "The 
demilitarization will not preclude reaching agreed security arrangements which 
would involve an Israeli preseace.'] 
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'HA'ARETZ' CRITICIZES DECISION TO DEPORT W. BANK MAYORS 
TAOB1324 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 8 Dec 80 p 7 
[Commentary by Yehuda Litani: "A Boomerang Called Expulsion") 


[Text] While at a party, an Leraeli who was visiting South Africa not long ago 
became involved in a conversation with a South African of British origin who was 
considered to be a supporter of the more liberal stream. "You in Israel are 
treating the Palestinians exactly as we treat the blacks here," he told him. The 
Israeli became angry and tried to prove the many differences between South Africa 
and Israel, but, as he related afterward, he knew in his heart that the South 
African's claim was well-founded. 


This week I was reminded of this when I heard what Justice Minister Moshe Nisim 
said when he was informing the press of the decision by the Ministerial Committee 
for Security Affairs to deport Hebron and Halhul mayors Fahd al-Qawasimi and 
Muhammad Milhim. In his remarks he admitted that it was not political considera- 
tions that had guided the ministerial committee when they made their decision, but 
purely security ones. It seems that if the avowedly racist South African Govern- 
ment had been confronted with a similar decision under Israel's circumstances and 
pressures--it would have decided not to deport the two mayors. Despite the dis- 
criminatory policy of the South African Government, its members have not lost 
their wiedom--they take world public opinion and the political pressures con- 
fronting their country into consideration. 


Fahd al-Qawasimi and Muhammad Milhim are no angels of peace. An attempt to repre- 
sent them as devoted lovers of peace, as people for whom only a tightening of the 
relations between Arabs and Jews is important, as moderates not easily angered-- 
would definitely be refuted. It is unnecessary to hold secret meetings of “secu- 
rity elements" or to leaf through the most classified files to know that both of 
them were members of the National Guidance Committee--the supreme body of PLO 
supporters in the territories. They expressed themselves openly and frequently 
even sharply, against Israel's policy in the territories. They participated in 
National Guidance Committee meetings both in a full forum and in that of the 
Hebron hills region only. It may be assumed that in these forums they discussed 
and decided on ways of reacting to this or that move by the military government. 


Although both of them, and particularly Muhammad Milhim from Halhul, presented a 
moderate, peace-loving image to the outside world during times of pressure they 
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expressed themselves otherwise. An leraeli who ia actually not a hawk, who heard 

a lecture by Fahd al-Qawasimi in Boston a few months ago, did not believe hie ears, 
According to him, he had never in all hie Life heard such 4 venomous attack on 
lerael. At the famous meeting held in Hebron shortly before the murder incident 

at the Hadassah Building, 41-Qawasiai and Milhim aleo expressed themselves with 
great bitterness againat lerael's policy in the territories and the Ieraeli settlers, 


The only point ie that they were not unusual in their extremism in both words ane 
actions, Moet of the personalities and leaders in the administered territories 
apeak and act in the same way. This is a protest against the fact that lerael's 
policy in the territories since the October War has been, in principle, etatic: 
maintaining the statue quo, conquest, as simple as that, without any attempt at 
offering alternatives. The only attempt proposed--autonomy~-has been rejected 
out of hand by the decisive majority of inhabitants of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 


Fahd al-Qawasimi inherited an honorable legacy--Shaykh Muhammad Ali al-Ja'bari's 
seat. When he started, he behaved like a complete beginner in politics. When he 
was elected to office in the spring of 1976 he expressed himself--and not only in 
public--with great moderation in comparison with euch other mayors, supporters of 
the PLO, as Karim Khalaf, for example. Until the gunicipal elections, al-—awasiai 
was an agronomist by profession, working for the military government in Ramallah 
and was used to regular work with leraelis. I spoke with him on occasion and 
gradually it was possible to understand that hie frienaly attitude toward Ierael 
was slowly becoming bitter and hostile. The Qiryat Arba’ settlers who planned 

to make Hebron the test for the government's attitude toward the settlement problem 
and who went from "conquest" to “conquest"--from the Avraham Avinu Synagogue to 
the Hadassah Building--helped in this to no emall degree. 


If Fahd al-Qawasimi had wanted to commit political suicide, he would have kept 
quiet in the face of the attempts by the Qiryat Arba settlers and their successes. 
But because he wanted to stay in office, he did not hold his peace and the military 
government began to label him as an extremist, although his colleagues in the 
National Guidance Committee jeered at him for his hesitancy and fence sitting. 

For the most part they spoke of him as the most moderate among them, the one who 
tried to run between the raindrops, someone who wanted to maintain good relations 
with both the PLO and Jordan. I saw Pahd al-Qawasimi in all kinds of situations, 
but at the peak of his depression I saw him in his home after a meeting the 
settlers held at the Avraham Avinu Synagogue after the gurder of Yehoshu'a Saloma. 
“Now they will take all of Hebron away from us," he said in despair. 


Muhammad Milhim is a more experienced “political fox." Until he was elected mayor 
of Halhul, he was an english teacher at a local high school, and because of his 
command of English, he was a magnet for every journalist who went there and wanted 
to review the settlements issue. And it was not only his command of English--aleo 
his smiles, his European appearance, his somewhat vague formulations; all of these 
turned him into one of the most popular West Bank personalities in Europe and the 
United States. He presented a soft image to the outside world, but Muhammad Milhia 
was undoub edly one of the main PLO standard bearers in the territories. 
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lt ie important to stress that deapite the fact that they belonged to the pro-PLO 
camp, both of them constantly repeated their opinion that there was room for two 
etatee~~lerael and Palestine=--in the country and that they were in favor of recog- 
nition of the state of lerael within the 1967 borders and of the establishment of 
a Palestinian estate in the Weet Bank and the Gaza Strip, whose capital would be 
East Jerusalem, 


Fahd al-Qawasimi and Muhammad Milhim were deported, along with the Shari'a Qadi of 
Hebron, Shaykh at-Tamimi, by former Defense Minister ‘'Exer Weisman (with the 
approval of Prime Minister Menahem Begin and the Ministerial Committee for Security 
Affaire) ae 4 rapid reaction to the murders at the Hadassah Building. leraeli 
security elements who recommended the deportation think, for some reason, that the 
deportation of leaders causes a relaxation in the situation, The security elements 
and military government personnel who recommended the deportation succeeded in 
their desire to kill two birds with one stone-<the lIeraeli public got the impression 
that chose who had inepired the gurderous attack had been punished, while the world 
of the mayors who supported the PLO collapsed around them--and, from their view- 
point, these were also definitely troublemakers. 


*‘fter the capture of the murder squad it emerged that there had been no connection 
between the murderers and the mayors. Now began a long legal campaign, an appeal 
to the high court of justice by those close to the three deportees; getting the 
mayors to sign declarations as demanded by the high court; an appearance before an 
appeals committee; and again an appeal to the high court of justice, whose results 
are known. After the high court judges passed the honor on to the government, 
asking it to hold another discusefon on the matter, many people in the territories 
hoped that thie would be a “propitious time” for the Government of Israel. I was 
surprised to hear someone from the pro-Jordanian camp, known for his hostility to 
Milhim and al-Qawasimi (who used to call Muhammad Milhia, scornfully, the "Kennedy 
of Halhbul") speak with great regret about the decision by the Ministerial Committee 
for Security Affaire to deport the pair. Don'c you understand, he said, it is not 
& question of pro-Jordan or pro-PLO in this case. The Government of Israel had 
the opportunity of demonstrating generosity and perhaps of turning over a new leaf 
in ite relations with the inhabitants of the territories. What a pity that you 
did not give them a chance--} months, 6 months in their homes. If they had not 
behaved in accordance with instructions, their expulsion would then have been 
accepted differently. 


Security elements think that during the period between their deportation and their 
return to Israel for the legal discussion of their affairs, Milhim and al-Qawasimi 
set up widespread, close links with various PLO personages. They say the mayors 
took every opportunity to incite against Israel and that on one occasion they even 
incited refugee camps in Southern Lebanon to use violence against Israel. 


This is what they did, according to those security elements, when they were abroad. 
But if they are really such a grea. security risk, just as the sovements of other 
people and mayors are kept under surveillance by the military government, almost 
every step and move they make, every phone call, every trip when they are in their 
towns of Hebron and Halhul can be watched. 
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It te difficult to imagine that Muhammad Milhim and Fahd al-Qawasimi represent a 
greater security risk than other members of the National Guidance Committee who 
have not been deported, The security elements regarded their expulsion not only 
ae 4 security matter, but aleo 4 matter of prestige. They followed the high court 
debate with concern, fearir’ the mayors would be left here. It is aleo difficult 
to understand the logic of the expulsion, Will ne new Muhammad Milhiw and Pahd 
4l-Qawasiai arise soon from among the people of Hebron and Haihu!’ Not only will 
thie happen, but they will certainly be gore extremist and hostile. 


Most of the leaders and others expelled from the territories since 1967 have joined 
the PLO leadership ae “representatives of the territories” and thus have given sore 
legitimization to the PLO. There is almost no doubt whatsoever that at least one 
of the two mayors who were deported last Friday will ecsume an important place in 
the forefront of the fight the PLO ie waging aginet Ierael. tt is reasonable to 
aseume that if the two of them knew that « sharp eword was being held to their 
necks, they would cut down their public activity to a minigum, while now they will 
continue with the propaganda campaigne in the name of the inhabitants of the terri- 
tories on every possible stage in the West and East. 


The high court judges supplied the political echilons with a way to cautiously get 
out of the trap they were in over the matter of the deportation, except that, like 
a beast of burden wearin, blinders, the sembers of the Ministerial Committee for 
Security Affaire saw only the patch of ground closest to them. Anyone who spoke 
with Palestinians living in the territories, young and old, supporters of Jordan, 
the PLO, the "Muslim Brotherhood” and the communists, realized, after the deporta- 
tion, that this action left a deep mark on the relations between the two nations; 
the conquered and the conquerors. This will not only be expressed in demonstra- 
tions and breaches of the peace, which began right after the decision by the 
Ministerial Committee for Security Affairs, but in something more basic. For many 
people from the territories the chance that the pair would not be expelled was the 
last ray of hope, which has now been extinguished. It seems, especially to the 
moderates, that this has ended any chance of coexistence and understanding between 
Israelis and Palestinians, at least for the foreseeable future. 

















LEGAL EXPERTS EXPLAIN W. BANK MAYORS' DEPORTATION 


TAO710464 Jerusalem POST in English 7 Dec 80 pp 1,8 


[Report by David Landau. diplomatic correspondent: “Legal Experts Dismiss 'Proba- 
tion’ for Mayors") 


[Excerpts] The government could not have allowed former mayors Muhammad Milhia 
and Fahd al-Qawasimi to remain on the West Bank for a period of probation, to test 
the sincerity of their peaceable protestations. Had it decided to do so, the 
expulsion orders against them would automatically have lost their validity, and, 
were the government to decide later to expel them after all, it would have had to 
issue new orders. 


This significant legal-political point was made clear to the Ministerial Defence 
Committee on Friday by Attorney-General Yitzhaq Zamir and State Attorney Gavri'el 
Bach after Health Minister Eli'ezer Shostak suggested that the ex-mayors be given 
a last-chance trial period at home. 


In light of the legal aides' explanations, Shostak joined with Premier Menahem 
Begin and five other committee members in voting to implement the expulsion orders 
forthwith. Only Deputy Premier Yiga'el Yadin voted against. 


The five minister who joined Begin were: Deput, Premier Simha Ehrlich and ministers 
Ari‘el Sharon, Yiga'el Hurvitz, Moshe Nisim and Shostak. Three other sembers of 
the Ministerial Defence Committee--Shamir, Burg and Hammer--were abroad. 


Zamir and Bach explained that the expulsion orders would remain valid only for a 
“reasonable time” after the high court's ruling. If the government did not act 
upon them within that reasonable time, the orders would automatically lapse. 


The legal men stressed, too, that the high court in its obiter dictum (an extraneous 
part of the ruling) recommending that the government reconsider the expulsion, had 
meant just that--i.e., reconsider in the sense of consider once-again. By holding 
the discussion in the Ministerial Defence Committee, and reviewing all the facts 
and assessments of the various legal and security authorities, the government was 
certainly complying with the court's recommendation, Zamir and Bach said. 
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PERES-RABIN CONTEST SEEN DAMAGING LABOR PARTY 
TA251311 Jerusalem POST in English 25 Nov 80 p 2 


[Report by Mark Segal: “Jerusalem POST poll: Peres-Rabin Clash Will Hurt 
Labor") 


{Text} Tel Aviv--A large majority of the public believes that the contest 
for the leadership of the Labour Party between chairman Shim'on Peres and 
former premier Yitzhaq Rabin will damage the party. 


The latest Jerusalem POS] poll, conducted among 1,302 adults by the 

Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Research Centre asked the following question: "In 
your opinion, will the leadership contest between Rabin and Peres cause harm 
to the Labour Party?" A total of 65.2 percent said "yes," 27 percent said 
"no," and 7.8 percent were undecided. 


In the October-November poll, Rabin continued to be the favourite for the 
premiership, ahead of Prime Minister Menahem Begin, while ‘Ezer Weizman was 
the popular choice for his former post as defence minister. Abba Eban was 
the favourite for foreign minister. However, large segments of the public 
were unable to make up their minds about all four positions. 


Who is most suited to be prime minister? 


Name Oct-Nov AME Sep 
Rabin 24.4 . 
Begin 22.7 16.6 
Peres 12.1 11.4 
Navon 5.0 1.2 
We izman 2.7 3.5 
Dayan 2.6 1.5 
Sharon — 0.9 
Others 3.9 — 
Undec ided 26.6 40 .2 














Who is best suited to be foreign minister? 


Name Oct-Nov Aug-Sep 
Eban 25.3 20.2 
Day an 17,2 16.2 
Shami r 12.0 6.8 
We izman 2.2 3.9 
Peres 1.5 1.5 
Rabin 1.5 2.2 
Herzog 1.5 1.4 
Tamir -- 1.4 
Moda'i oe 0.8 
Others 4.5 3.6 
Undecided 4.3 42.0 
Who is best suited to be defence minister? 

Name Oct-Nov Aug-Sep 
We izman 28.4 22.8 
Sharon 19.3 17.3 
Dayan 7.1 5.4 
Rabin 3.5 3.9 
Bar-lev 3.0 3.0 
Peres 2.6 3.4 
Begin 1.5 — 
Gur 1.3 1.5 
Shamir -- 0.5 
Others 2.5 3.6 
Undecided w.8 38.6 
Who is best suited to be finance minister? 

Name Oc t-Nov Aug -Sep 
Hurvitz 29.4 27.4 
Levinson 8.2 8.4 
Ya'acobi 2.2 2.3 
Ehrlich 1.5 — 
Shavit 1.5 -- 
Others 5.0 4.4 
Undec ided 52.6 57.5 
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ISRAEL 


RABIN SEES ISRAEL AS STABILIZER OF MID-EAST 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 3 Oct 80 p 11 
[Article by Yitzhak Rabin: "The New ‘Eastern Front'") 


[Text] In seeking to assess the implications and the perspectives of the Iran- 
Iraq war one must limit the assessments by the assumption that it is still in full 
force and that its results are yet to be determined. 


The war is the most encompassing and the sharpest within this century between 
Moslem nations. By comparison, the war between Morocco and Algeria on the future 
of the Spanish Sahara is nothing more than a limited conflict. So was the war in 
Yemen at the beginning of the sixties. The sharp character of the Iran-Iraq war 
is not only the application of the military power of both, but rather the sutua) 
efforts to sow destruction in the petroleum economies which are the primary source 
of revenue of both, and the massive strikes at the civilians of both nations. 


With respect to Iran, the war could bring about its disintegration, by the ripping 
of territories away from it or to its coalescence by the strength of the common 
danger. The fate of Iran will also be determined by the degree of political inter- 
vention, both separate and reciprocal, of the two powers--the Soviet Union and the 
United States. For the question: what proportions will this intervention reach 
and what will be the change in the character of this intervention by each of the 
two powers--there is yet no answer. 


It is worthwhile to examine the progress of the war from two standpoints and 
perspectives: the Israeli perspective and the possible implications of the war 
upon the struggle between the two great powers which is intensifying in the reach 
for influence in the Middle East--primarily over the Persian Gulf and its petroleum 
treasures. 


For a long time now I have stressed repeatedly that the struggle between the two 
great powers will intensify during this decade with respect to the fate of the 
Middle East and that it is even possible that the future of the western democracies, 
and of Europe in particular, will be decided by this struggle. 


A test of the significance of this war from the Israeli viewpoint points up the 
following items: 














The war will exert a negative effect upon lerael and ite economy, which as a part 
of the free world will have its fuel supply affected and the price of ite fuel 
increased (even if only for a limited time). Even the political nervousness which 
has seized various parts of the free world has a negative effect, from lerael's 
standpoint, 


Anyone still possessed of blind faith in the power of agreements between countries, 
without those agreements enjoying strategic-political support through military and 
diplomatic power=--has another good reason to rid himself of hie delusions in the 
face of bitter reality. 


In 1975, om agreement was reached between Iran, under the rule of the shah, and 
Iraq, whose president at that time was still Hassan al-Bakr but whose strongman 
was in fact already Saddam Husayn, ite current president, This agreement was torn 
to shreds by Saddam Husayn 5 years after it had been achieved because a significant 
lowering of the status of Iran and of ite military strength took place following 
the fall of the regime of the shah, The Khomeyni regime significantly weakened the 
Iranian military power. Its diplomatic status, after ite cutoff from the United 
States deteriorated. The military supply connections ceased between the United 
States and Iran, whose main arms are of U.S. manufacture. Iran ceased to enjoy 
great-power support. All of these converted the Iraq-Iran agreement to the value 
of a scrap of paper upon which it was written. 


It would appear that the lesson to Israel is abundantly clear: any diplomatic 
agreement, and especially in the very perverse reality of the Middle East, has 
neither meaning nor prospects for existence if behind it there do not stand 
diplomatic and military counterweights which render its violation by one of the 
parties as hazardous to that party. These facts of life should provide guidance 
when we are dealing with agreements between ourselves and Arab nations and with 
the conditions within such agreements. 


Every local dispute in the Middle East--and certainly the Arab-Israeli dispute-—-is 
bi-level. Mixed in it and intertwined with it are local parties to the dispute 
(this is its first level) and the superpowers. It is vital to Israel to assure 
the existence and the development of the system of relations with the U.S., which 
was nurtured over a period of more than 30 years and especially since the Six-Day 
War. 


Loss of American support by Israel, or even ite curtailment, has hidden within it 
great hazards for Israel, as the Iranina lesson demonstrates. This is not to 
imply that Israel must accept American dictates and yield its will before the will 
of the U.S., but by the same token disregarding the wide American interests in our 
region beyond the Arab-Isreali dispute, may lead us to very severe outcomes. 


Contrary ‘to other assessments prevalent in Israel, it is my opinion that the Iran- 
Iraq war lessens the hazards lurking for Israel from the east, at least for the 
forseeable future. This is based on the assumption that Iran will not disintegrate 
as a nation. 


Even if a cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq war is achieved and following it some 
solution will be found for the disputes which ignited the fire, a heavy deposit of 














hate will remain in the relations between the two countries. Should the war end 
with specific advantages for Iraq (today it is difficult to define such advantages), 
Iran will not consider that che close of the lesue, 


In effect a new eastern {front has opened for lraq, which will certainly occupy its 
attention over a few years. it is highly doubtful chat at this stage Iraq will be 
overjoyed to open an additional front toward Ierael, or to participate actively in 
the initiative of our eastern front, in a war againet lerael, 


When Syria began ite intervention in Lebanon in 1976, many disagreed with my view 
that Syria, because of ite intervention, would find iteelf in a diplomatic and 
military bind, which would limit ite freedom of maneuvering with respect co Ierael. 
Others were of the opinion that this was the closing of a ring of an eastern front 
against Israel. Reality has proved that they were in error. Now, too, those who 
interpret the progress of this war as a direct threat against Israel are in error. 
The Iraq-Iran war in effect limite the Iraqi interest in an opening of a western 
front against Israel, in addition to its new eastern front against Iran. If we take 
into account Syria's entanglement in Lebanon and the fact that, at least at this 
stage, Egypt finds itself removed from the war circut--the danger of an eastern 
front for Israel has now been reduced as an actual danger. 


The power of the Arab military is of permanent interest to Israeli assessments. 
From the first impression, which is, of course, possibly a superficial impression, 
Iraq has not demonstrated military planning and battle capability on a superior 
level, despite its quantitative military advantage. Although the initiative at the 
opening of the air and land attack was in Iraq's hands—the Iranian air force was 
not damaged significantly and the Iraqi land forces did not arouse surprise in 
their fighting nor did they chalk up impressive gains. The fact that against the 
Iraqi force there was a most debilitated Iranian force in comparison to its power 
during the period of the Shah, not to mention at all the power and the quality of 
the LDF--does not tie laurels onto the head of the Iraqi military. 


Now for some perspectives on the international theater and on the struggle of the 
two superpowers for strategic influence, I have written and expressed myself on 
previous occasions that the fall of the regime of the shah in Iran was the severest 
blow to the interests of the free world, and above all of the U.S. since the end of 
W.W.I'. The rise of Khomeyni to power eliminated the U.S. from Iran and although 
the Soviet Union has not eutered Iran in its place (so far) the matter caused an 
undermining of the inter-great-power balance in the Persian Gulf which is of top 
strategic import to the free world. 


The error of President Carter was that he was apparently misled into believing 

that the alternative was between a totalitarian regime and a progressive regime 

in Iran, and in not understanding that the true alternative was between a pro- 
Soviet totalitarian regime and a pro-American totalitarian regime. This error 
brought about the weakening of the shah and an acceleration of the process of his 
downfall. Today the U.S. stands devoid of any actual and serious power to influence 
the course of the war and the region has been exposed to additional intervention, 
politica’ and perhaps not political only, by the Soviet Union. 


I am not dismissing the possibility that the Soviet Union will attempt to fill the 
role of mediator between the two sides now at war even as the U.S. wisely did in 
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the leraeli-Egyptian connection following the Yom Kippur War. If matters indeed 

so develop, it will be a Soviet victory of first rate international significance. 

If the U.S. does not rethink its steps, does not change ite policy, does not 
demonstrate an abundance of foresight and capability for intervention--itse situation 
will become worse and the fate of the Persian Gulf will lie under a question mark 
instead of bing a gulf which was clearly under western influence, 


| have more than a reasonable basis to assume that the shah correctly perceived 
the strategic situation in the region when he tied his fate to the United States 
and foresaw the danger threatening from the Soviet Union and its ally Iraq with 
respect to the Persian Gulf, It is a pity that the Americans did not stand at his 
side properly, beginning in 1977. In November 1977, the shah visited the President 
of the U.S., Jimmy Carter. In this meeting the President pressed the shah on the 
issue of the promise of civil rights in Iran or at least demanded from him to 
implement a part of human rights. As an outcome of that, censorship was lifted 
partially in lran and partial freedom was restored for political activism, In 
Iran's circumstances, this development accelerated the process of the downfall of 
the Shah the price of which shortesightedness is now being paid by the U.S. and 
there is no assurance whatever that the account is thereby being wiped clean, It 
is possible that the price will still rise, 


lt is proper for the U.S. and particularly for Europe to note intelligently now 
what the real threat is to their vital interests—that an assured flow of oil from 
the Middle East to their economic systems not be disrupted and not be subject to 
the whims of the Soviets, 


The delusion that sacrificing the vital interests of Israel and that the ignomin- 
ious courting of the petroleum producers and extremist Arab elements will assure a 
flow of petroleum, has now been eliminated with the advent of the Iraq-Iran war, 


Countries of the West and Europe in particular must reexamine their approach to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. They must support the Camp David Agreements and the peace 
treaty with Egypt as a fundamental base for the continuation of the peace process. 
Appeasement of the Soviet Union and its Arab siiies has never led to a solution 
and this method will not lead to stability in the Middle East. 


In Conclusion, the Middle East is a theater subject to strange concatenations 

of circumstances: in its western part a peace has been devised between the largest 
Arab nation and Israel. Whereas in its eastern part a comprehensive war has 
erupted between two Moslem countries. The peace was devised as a result of diplo- 
matic wisdom--American, Israeli and Egyptian. The war rages as a result of 
American failure and Soviet inspired aggressiveness. 


If there is no change in the U.S. policy and if this power does not find authentic 
allies in the Middle East--the West will lose its positions in this region most 
vital to it, the Middle East. 


Israel is such an ally and is capable of contributing by counsel as well as by 
action to the stability of the region. Better that we do this by contacts with 

the U.S. and with various elements in the region--not over the airwaves and on the 
pages of the press. This is a period which calls for imaginative thought and quiet 
dialogue with che U.S.--while carefully maintaining a closed mouth. 


£090 32 
CSO: 4805 











ISRAEL 


"Israel's Ethnic Protesters") 


[Article by Shevah Weiss, professor of political science at Haifa University and 


NEW POLITICAL ACTIVISM SEEN IN NON-ASHKENAZI COMMUNITY 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 2 Nov 80 p 8 
member of Labor Party's leadership bureau: 
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PANEL REVIEWS CURRENT SECURITY ISSUES 


Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 10 Sep 80 pp 15-16 


[Interview with Yigal Yadin, Yitshaq Rabin, Moshe Arons, Shlomo Gazit, and Zvi 
wamir by Dov Goldstein: "Holiday Interview") 


[Text] Five people were invited to the discussion: Prof Yigal Yadin, deputy 
prime minister; Yitshaq Rabin, past prime minister; prof Moshe Arons, chairman of 
the Security and Foreign Affairs Committee; Gen (Res) Zvi Zamir, past chief of 
Mosad; Gen (Res) Shlomo Gazit, past chief of the IDF Intelligence Branch. 


We presented them with the opening question: optimists among us believe that what 
Israel decides to do or not to do will determine our fate, or at least affect 
it to a substantial degree. 


The pessimists evade responsibility and attempt to place it on the shoulders of 
others. They argue that external factors force us to make moves, and our in- 
fluence over them is so minor and marginal as to make Israel's decisions as to 
what to do or not to do meaningless. 


The truth, as it often is the case, lies somewhere in between: the fate of Israel 
is not only in its hands, but it is in no way completely in the hands of others. 


In order to do something or not to do it, at the appropriate time and with the 
resources at our disposal, there must be a national appraisal. Without such an 
appraisal, there is little prospect that the choice will be correct. To actualize 
the issues, »e will ask vou the following: the fact that this year, according to 
the secular calendar, the eve of the Yom Kippur War falls on the day on which the 
Camp David Agreements were signed (18 September), of course has no significance. 
But because of the significances of these two events--war and peace--which so 
dramatically contradict one another, which of the two events today appears more 
dominant to you? Which is to say: is Israel closer to peace or to war today? 
How would you make such a national assessment? Does the Israeli government possess 
the tools and means appropriate for making such an assessment? 


Each of you shall answer according to your past experience and present world view. 
In any case, we have not included in this discussion only the questions of how to 
conduct a ational assessment, but also actual political positions, in the critical 
issues of war and peace. 
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Shlomo Gasit: I epeak from the reality of the General Staff and the security 
syetem. Thie ie the only level which for years has had as a task the assesement 
of the national situation, Thies role has been imposed on the Intelligence Branch. 
In clarification, let me say the following. A national assesement is a concept 
which differs from an intelligence assesement. An intelligence assesement sup- 
plies only the requested data. A national assesement is based on euch data, and 
adde to it the general dimension, from all possible views: Leraeli and foreign; 
the eatrength of the IDF and the resources available to it in manpower, equipment, 
weapons, and budget; the international situation and the positions of the super- 
powers, the position of Diaspora Jewry (a factor which only Ierael has to consider), 
and the Like, 


In the civilian syetem there is no body parallel or similar to the General Staff 
or the Intelligence Branch to examine the data and formulate an assesement of the 
national situation. There never has been such a body, not only in the present 
government, but ever since 1948-1949, The military body may be subject to cri- 
ticiem, depending upon whether ite assesement was correct or in error, whether it 
met the test or failed=-but thie is the functionary body which has been assigned 
the task. This does not mean that the civilian system in the past and present 
has not made correct decisions. But a body specifically assigned the task of 
making a national assesement simply does not exist in the civilian system. 


Yitehaq Rabin: Without entering into a historical debate, the General Staff/ 
Intelligence Branch performs the evaluation of the national situation, which deals 
with the possibility of war. But this is only one component in the national as- 
sesement. For purposes of assesement in the event of war, there is a definition 
which was set by prior governments, and I have no knowledge that it was changed... 


Moshe Arone: True, it has not been changed. 


Yitehaq Rabin: And so, it exiete still: the General Staff/Intelligence Branch 
bears the responsibility for making the national assessment in the event of war. 
It has the responsibility for giving the warning in time, and for indicating 
the possibility of war. 


In a democratic regime, which suits the character and constitution of a demo- 
cratic country, in a parliamentary government and certainly in a coalition 
regime--the responsibility for national assessment, beyond the event of war, is 
imposed on the government itself. It can be helped by an aiding body, which 
exists now, within the framework of the Defense Ministry, the IDF, the Foreign 
Ministry, and other intelligence factors, such as the Mosad, which stands at the 
disposal of the government; it can of course be aided by experts from the 

Finance Ministry in all matters affected by economic and financial data, which are 
an inseparable part of any national assesement. But the ultimate responsibility 
rests on the shoulders of the government. Of course, when we speak of a coalition 
government, in which each of the party components has a different world view, 
there can be differences on national goals. It is natural that various ministers 
have differing approaches to defining goals, and any national assessment will be 
influenced by these differences. This is the strength of a democratic regime, and 
it is also one of its weaknesses. It does not seem to me that within the frame- 
work of a parliamentary-cabinet regime there is room or need for a national 








security council, on the American model, No Buropean parliamentary government hae 
such a body. In our system, the Ministerial Committee for Security (or the whole 
government) is, in fact, the national security council, by ite functions and 
responsibilities. This is the body which deale with all of the security iesues 
ae well ae economic tesues. and it decides what lerae)] must do under various cir- 
cumatances. 


So, even if it ie possible to differ with the decisions of governments at various 
times, and to criticize them--I do not accept the claim that in Ierael there is 
no body within the civilian system which performe the task of national assess~ 
ment. 


I will give you an example. When I was prime sinister, when we conducted nego~- 
tiations with Egypt over the interim agreements, we established a negotiating team 
which included the prime sinister, the deputy prime minister, the foreign minister, 
the defense minister, and the chief of staff. Alongeide thie team was a regular 
supporting team, which was the responsibility of the director general of the Prime 
Minister's Office, with the participation of .he director general of the Foreign 
Minietry, the legal counsel for the government, representatives of the IDF, and 
representatives of the various government ministries, depending on the iesue being 
discussed. The support team prepared position and working papers. It received 
stenographic reports of che discussions with Dr Kissinger. The support team 

would convene to work out positions and tranemit its recommendations to the negot ta- 
ting team. For the purpose of formulating positions, the support team was aided 

by the opinion and assesements of experte on ofl, economy, security, etc. It 

is the government which makes decisions, and on certain iseves it can call upon 

a team of experts of a committee of ministers to study, examine, and clarify~~and 
file recommendations. The government can also assign a certain issue to a committee 
of ministers and authorize it to act on ite behalf, with ite full authority. 


The decision making level of the Israeli Government aleo has « good and reasonable 
possibility of receiving complete data dealing with the decision before the de- 
cision. There can be debate, and such debates are an essential characterist ic 

of the democratic way of life, as to whether the government has taken the correct 
decision or not, or whether in the decision making process all essential considera- 
tions have been made, or that perhaps important considerations have been ignored. 
But it would be incorrect to say that in Ierael there is no civilian body which 
deals with national assesement, and which makes decisions based on its weighing 

of the issues, and data. 


I will say a few more words, not about the actual method of making a national 
assessment, but about the substantive part of the opening question: basically, 
we are now closer to peace than we were on the eve of the Yom Kippur War. If I 
compare the situation on Yom Kippur 1973 to that of Yom Kippur this year, I would 
not say that peace is certain, a sure thing, and in our pocket, but the Camp 
David Agreements, with all of the debate and division, created a fact: there is 
an Israeli-Egyptian peace agreement, and within the agreements is a potential, 
which enables the beginning of a peace process on the eastern sector. Will this 
potential be exploited? That is not a methodical question, but rather a quest ion 
of what are the goals and positions by which the government will operate. 
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Deputy Prime Mindieter Yigal Yadin; I will first deal with the coincidence of 
dates mentioned in the opening question. Although the fact that 18 September of 
thie year ie aleo the eve of Yom Kippur and also the date on which the Camp David 
Agreements were signed is only a matter of coincidence=--there ie a direct link 
between the two events. I have no doubt that the seed of peace was sown in the 
Yom Kippur War. Only after that war could Sadat, from hie point of view (rightly 
or wrongly, which is another question) say to the Egyptian people: “We have broken 
the roadblock of fear, and we have shaken off the sense of inferiority, and we 
have proven that we are no lese better than the IDF." This process wae contained 
in something elee: Sadat and his military people realized beyond any doubt (al- 
though it was never expressed publicly) that in fact they had no real prospect 

of solving the problem of Egypt's relations with Lerae]l through yet another war. 
I see « link running from the Yom Kippur War through the interim agreements which 


were signed by the Rabin government, to the Camp David Agreements. 


Now, ae for the method regarding 4 national assesement: I agree with Rabin that 
the government is the body which decides and is the supreme commander of the army. 
It ie neither the defense minister nor any other person who te the supreme 
commander, but the whole government. A second point: when I speak of « national 
assesement, | am not epeaking only of questions of defense. Look--the issue of the 
water canal. This involves questions of security, politics, economics, ecology, 
and more~--all within the framework of the one decision. In my view the question 
ie: is the leraeli Government equipped with a permanent body which can give the 
government a national assessment on this issue? The anewer ie that there has 
never been such a body and there is no such body now, but the importance and 
essential nature of such a body cannot be exaggerated. 


In the absence of such a body, aided for the purpose of preparing a complex 
national assesement by various experts and offices, the Ieraeli Government vorke 

in different waye: if the tesue relates to one sinistry, or the responsibility of 
one ministry is cleared than that of others, then the government imposes the 
responsibility of preparing an assessment on that ministry. In the matter of the 
canal, for example, when the problem extends beyond che area of the one ministry, 
the government appoints a committee of experts, and orders it to investigate and 
formulate a proposal. in other matters, the government imposes this responsibility 
on a ministerial cabinet. All of this proves that the Ieraeli Government has still 
not yet found a regular permanent way of establishing a body which would prepare 
national assessments in any significant area which extends beyond the sphere of 
any one ministry. 


It seeme to me that a emall body should be set up alongside the cabinet and the 
prime minister, equipped with the appropriate tools, to prepare for the govern- 
ment position papers in every significant matter. Such a body would base the 
“paper” on an investigation and study involving experts and professionals. 


Question: Is this such a body referred to by the Agranat Committee in its recom- 
mendat ions?’ 


Yadin: Were we can correct an error. There is prevalent in the press and among 
the public the assumption that the Agranat Committee recommended the creation of 
a national security council, on the U.S. model. The committee did not deal with 
such a possibility, and it made no such recommendation. The committee said that 
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since in the leraeli reality there te 4 ministerial committee for national security, 
it is the body responsible for making national assesements, for making decisions, 
and for conducting 4 war on behalf of the government, in the event of ware-it te 
imperative that it be a email body, no more than eight to ten people. The present 
government made this recommendation, and created a ministerial committee for defense, 
at firet with eight members «wd later expanded to ten winisters. The smaller the 
body, the greater ite ability to function, 


There is a second matter rebarding which the Agranat Committee made recommenda~ 
tions (and I view it today ae etill being essential) which neither the Rabin 
government nor the present government accepted and realized: there must be a 
special advisor appointed for the prime minister to deal with intelligence, who 
will be completely independent of other intelligence systems, who will have ac- 
cess to all collected intelligence material, and who will be able to independently 
consider the question of what is 4 national assesement. In the absence of such an 
advisor, the monopoly over national assesement is almost exclusively in the hands 
of the military--and it proved ite failure in the Yom Kippur War prelude. I 
regret that our recommendation was not accepted. | have aleo raised this issue 

in the present government, but the recommendation has not been implemented. 


Rabin is correct. Our body which parallels the American National Security Council 
ie the ministerial secur'ty committee. Although the committee is aided as neces- 
sary by experte and profesetonale, it lacks an independent staff to prepare for it 
assesements of various areas--on the basis of intelligence assesements by the Mosad 
and the General Staff. I consider thie lack « significant deficiency, both in 
prior governments as well as the present one. Moreover, the Knesset Committee 

on Foreign and Defense Affaire is not completely free of responsibility for not 
being on guard in the matter of the outbreak of the Yom Kippur War. The com- 
mittee must have independent tools of its own to test and examine the intelli- 
gence data. Lacking these tools, the committee receives estimates prepared for 

it but lacks the ability to test alternatives. 


Our approach gust be one of gultiplying tools for dealing with the assesement of 
intelligence material and its significance, rather than having « single sono- 
polietic body, with all of ite ability and reliability. I do not hold this view 
in other areas, but here, duplication is a blessing. It is better for the govern- 
ment to receive several assessments of one situation--the government faces a 
severe dilemma: it does not have alternatives from which to choose. The govern- 
ment needs alternatives, and thie would be very positive, if it had before it 

two, three, or four assessments of tesues of supreme national importance. 





As for the iesue of peace and war, I do not believe that we have data sufficient 
to anewer the question as to whether we are closer to peace or to war. There is 
no way of assessing this today. I have recommended to both the government and the 
army to continue as though the situation were reversed, i.e. sot towards peace, 
but rather towards war, so that we shall not be surprised. 


Of course, the peace with Egypt is of decisive importance. If we--the Egyptians, 
Americans. and ourselves--agree to exploit this process and continue it, then 
there is «. opening to advance the peace process, and in that respect there has 
occurred a great change since the Yom Kippur War of 1973. 











Yitehaq Rabin: | want to raise « point with the deputy prime minister: in both 
the military and the governmental epheres, a sharp distinction gust be drawn be-~ 
tween intelligence assesements, and the conclusions and decisions of the command- 
ing level and of the political level. These are two totally different areas. Om 
the eve of the Yom Kippur War, the Intelligence Branch came to the government and 
eaid what it said. It supplied two bodies of information: data on the possibility 
of the outbreak of war, and data on the intentions of the Arabs, The Intelligence 
Branch based ite assesement that there would be no war not on the basis of poe- 
sibilities, but on the basis of intentions. 


When the political level and the commanding level receive the two bodies of data-- 
possibilities and intent tone--and in addition the summary by the Intelligence 
Branch regarding what te expected or not expected, it must ask iteelf: thie is 
the assesement of the Intelligence Branch; what must I do in the wake of this 
aesesement and summary’ I do not believe that the political level can, or is 
entitled to make the conclusion that the only consideration is the assesement of 
the Intelligence Branch. The command level and the political level must add to 
the aseesement of the Intelligence Branch their own considerations, their own 
responsibility, and their own ability to make assesements. When I served as 
Chief of Staff, people from the Intelligence Branch came to me and reported that 
the enemy had moved two divisions on a certain border, but they--the Intelligence 
Branch people--had formulated an assessment that the enemy did not have warlike 
intentions. I said: “Good, that is you assesement, and I am sure it is based on 
tested reporte and reasonable evaluations. But what if you are wrong?" Of 
course, this question cannot have an unambiguous anewer. I gave the order to 
deploy two additional units on those front lines. 


This means that at the command and political level which make decisions, there is 
added to the intelligence estimate a consideration by these levels which is obli- 
gatory. When the intelligence estimate, certainly based on reasonable considera- 
tions, minimizes the danger and interprets phenomena as not threatening war, the 
senior command and political levels gust ask the question: what degree of danger 
do I undertake if I adopt the intelligence estimate’? Sometimes, when the answer 

is that the degree of danger, if the Intelligenc Branch has erred, is very great-- 
then the senior command and political levels cannot accept that danger and they 
must proceed contrary to the estimate and assesement of the Intelligence Branch. 


Yigal Yadin: We have no dispute, because ultimately the decision of the command 
and political levels will determine fate. There is a difference between the 
General Staff and the government. The Chief of Staff is a professional. I would 
like for the government to receive several assesements indicating several possible 
directions, and not just one. 


Moshe Arons: In an intelligence estimate, a very sharp distinction should be 

made between two areas: intelligence information and assesements. These are two 
important areas for making decisions. Now, estimates have never been unambiguous, 
and they have always involved a substantial degree of uncertainty. If there were 
no ambiguity, and intelligence estimates could be made in the style of an algebraic 
problem, then everyone would know how to solve them, and everyone's results would 
be identical. Since there is such a degree of uncertainty and cloudiness, the 


question is what degree of danger do you take upon yourself when you adopt a cer- 
tain assessment. 














On the eve of the Yom Kippur War, no one could say with certainty what were the 
intentions of the Egyptians and the Syrians, and no one could say whether or not 
they would attack. Even if things had been stated by the Intelligence Branch with 
certainty, or almost complete certainty--they still could not have been accepted 
with certainty. 


This ie aleo the rule in the peace process with Egypt. No one can say whether this 
step will lead to peace or to war. There is cloudiness and uncertainty. 


Yigal Yadin: In the Yom Kippur War, the command level and the senior political 
level could have reached another assesement with respect to the dangers and the 
likelihood of war, on the basis of the same intelligence facts. If the aseese- 
ment had been different, I am not ready to swear that war would not have broken 
out, but I am not ready to swear that war would have oroken out. And if it had 
broken out after we had called up the reserves and properly deployed them, then 
the results would have been totally different. And I say this again and again 
to strengthen my demand that the decision makers have on the table before them 
more than one assessment. This should always be the practice. 


Yitehaq Rabin: I will give you one example. Once, on the eve of the semi- 
annual renewal of the mandate of the UN observers in the Golan Heights, a report 
was received that the Syrians were about to go to war. The Chief of Staff, the 
Intelligence Branch Chief, and the Air Force Commander came to me (I was then 
prime minister) demanding that we call up so many tens of thousands of reservists 
for war. It should be remembered that the IDF, and all of us, were still in the 
shadow of the Agranat Commission and its report. I had the clear feeling that 
since the Yom Kippur War and the Agranat Commission report, there would be a 
distinct tendency among military people to exaggerate the significance of reports, 
so as to be as sure as possible that they would not be caught again unprepared. 

I said to the military people: "We will not mobilize as many as you want. I 

am ready to mobilize far fewer, perhaps a tenth of what you ask for, and I take 
upon myself the state and government responsibility for the danger which stems 
from a emall mobilization. Maybe, because of a small mobilization, we will not 
make the proper response, in the event that your assessment is correct and war 
breaks out, but the responsibility rests on the government and ae." 


I allowed the Chief of Staff to present his full position to the cabinet, and 
his demand to mobilize the large number which he proposed. Only after I had 
presented my position to the cabinet, it supported my position. We made the 
emall mobilization. War did not break out. 


Yigal Yadin: But if you had failed...if war had broken out and Israel had not 

been able to make a full response, and as a result certain problems developed, 

and certain severe difficulties... We all kmow that nothing succeeds like success... 
You opposed professional advice, and succeeded. On the eve of the Yom Kippur War, 
the cabinet followed professional advice-—-and the results were otherwise. 


Zvi Zamir: The intelligence assessment is an ongoing and dynamic process. Very 
often we «re predicting the future with only part of the facts, and the facts 
that we have may be subject to dispute. 

















I myself have doubts about the substance of the Egyptian-leraeli peace. In the 
process of developing relations between Egypt and Israel, I see signe which cause 
me concern. If I were holding a post today in the official-political sphere, 

I would point to the lack of necessary changes in Egypt needed to assure that 
this peace is a true one. I do not see that public opinion shaping circles in 
Egypt are supporting peace. I do not see that Sadat has made an effort to bring 
together our respective influential circles. There are no exchange visite of 
professors, teachers, scientists, media people. The whole process is superficial, 
slow, and thin. 


In speaking of an assesement of the national condition, it should be said (and 
every intelligence person knows this) that the most important characteristic is 
skepticism as to whether what was true yesterday is true today, and if what was 
true this morning is true at noon. To what kind of peace are we moving? There 
have been basic changes in the arena. The U.S. today is not the same U.S. at the 
signing of the Camp David accords. Iran is not the same Iran of that time. Our 
relations with the U.S. are ultimately different than they were then, and rela- 
tions between the U.S. and Egypt have moved from one extreme to the other. In 
such a situation, it is imperative to re-examine everything anew, and we must 
weigh the possibility of having to adopt a new national assessment requiring moves 
in different and new direct ions. 


Yigal Yadin: One must always consider and study the different and varied views 

of a process. One should not be limited to considering the big question as to 
whether Egypt has really broken out of the circle of war, or whether it has just 
adopted a temporary tactic. Less critical questions are appropriate for considera- 
tion, such as: because of the peace, Sadat has become more dependent upon Ameri- 
can arms. We must consider and answer the question: what does it mean for us? 

Is it desireable, as a means of pushing out threatening Soviet influence, and 
should it be encouraged? Is it negative, in terms of the balance of power, and 
should it be opposed by various means? 


Zvi Zamir: The questions raised by Yigal raise other questions which I want to be 
sure are being considered properly, so as to reac a balanced national assessment . 
I, for example, am very concerned about Iraq. [ am not referring in particular 

to the danger of nuclear weapons (although the decisive importance of this question 
goes without saying), but rather to the fact that never before has there been a 
serious competitor to Egyptian leadership of the Arab world. For several months, 
Iraq has posed a serious threat to the traditional leadership of Egypt. This 
changes the situation fundamentally. We must examine the peace process in light 
of these changes. 


In this situation, I have a real basis for comcern. By the method according to 
which a national assessment is prepared in Israel, all of the intelligence data 
will end up on the table of one factor--the Intelligence Branch. There is no 
change; this is how it has been done for years, all the time. This is what hap- 
pened on Yom Kippur. The Israeli political system, according to its structure, 
does not enable professionals to decide. The political system bows to political 
necessities. 











Yitehaq Rabin: In the U.S., the body responsible for making national assesements 
ie the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency). 


Zvi Zamir: And in lerael, the body which assesses whether we are moving to peace 
or war has never included the Mosad. The chief of the Mosad has never partici- 
pated in a body making a nc’ tonal assessment, and at the decision making level, 
the Mosad has never been represented. 


Shlomo Gazit: You never had the toole for making assessments... 
Zvi Zamir: True. We never had then. 
Yigal Yadin: That's the end of it. Now the Mosad has an assessment body. 


Zvi Zamir: I do not accept Yitehaq Rabin's opinion. Of course, it is ult imately 
the cabinet which decides in a democratic-parliamentary regime. But there is a 
need for pluralism in intelligence assesements. It is imperative that there be 
a body which receives the various assessments, with all of the intelligence 
material, not to synthesize it but to present the cabinet with a full picture, in 
all of ite variety. 


There is definitely a neec for the prime minister to have an intelligence advisor, 
with three to five aides, who will oversee the collection and assessment process. 
This must be an estabiished form of work, and not hand to mouth. On the subject 
of Iraq, I would expect that the advisor would have his staff investigate and 
study everything related to the issue, and present him with all of the material. 
This material would be presented to the prime minister, and that would be the as- 
sessment of the situation by the assessing factor, on the question of Iraq. On 
the basis of it and other considerations, a decision would be made. 


But even if we proceeded in this way--there would be no sure way of avoiding errors. 
There has never been such a guarantee. But in this way, the danger of error is 
reduced, and the prospects of preparing a realistic and correct assessment are 
improved. 


Moshe Arons: There is a very strong and clear link between the issue which we 

are discussing here (how to prepare a national assessment) and the question as 

to whether we are closer today to what issued from the Yom Kippur War or to what 

is included in the concept of the Camp David accords: Was the Camp David agreement 
another Israeli mistake, after the error of the Yom Kippur War, or has the Camp 
David agreement corrected the error of the Yom Kippur War? Is it a positive pro- 
cess, advancing peace and good for Israeli interests, or, God forbid, was it the 
first withdrawal of Israel and Zionism, after a hundred years of magnificent 
achievement ? 


Today, we urgently need an assessment of the highest importance: will another 
Israeli concession strengthen and assure peace, or is there no value at all to 
concessions, and no importance to their size of scope, and that peace with Egypt 
is an unattainable goal? 
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Thies ie the question. Ite anewer must determine Ieraeli policy. For this reason 
an assesement is so important. 


It is possible to make a correct decision on the basis of an incorrect assessment. 
This can happen, but the prospects are elim. The correct assesement raises the 
likelihood that the decision will be correct. 


A true assessment of the national situation must be full and comprehensive. Ite 
components include the economic, social, demographic, political, and security 
situation. All of the components are inter-related, linked to each other. A 
national assessment must be interdisciplinary and integrated. It must take into 
account all of the factors, and be updated. It must constantly examine changing 


phenomena and events. 


These are things in which there has never been an unambiguous determination. The 
solution lies in pluralism. There gust be a spectrum of possibilities for choice, 
including opposing views and assessments: the assessment by the Intelligence 
Branch, by the Mosad, by academics and experts, by the Foreign Ministry, and by 
the Knesset Committee on Foreign and Defense Affairs. All of these together, 
with the contradictions and oppositions. There should be no fear of duplication. 


Before the signing of the peace treaty with Egypt, it was obligatory that a con- 
centrated and focussed staff operate alongside the Ministerial Committee on 
Defense. It was obligatory that a staff of experts operate, and present its 
assessment to the prime minister and the cabinet. 


Both before the peace treaty and before the signing of the Camp David accords, 
experts in economics analyzed the ramifications of the agreements and placed them 
before the cabinet--perhaps there were those who would have conducted the nego- 
tiations differently. But there was never such a staff. There were no such 
experts. And the result is that Israel signed agreements the economic ramifica- 
tions of which have been very severe for Israel, and it is doubtful if it will 

be able to exist with them. I do not want to use stronger words, and say that the 
effects are impossible for Israel to live with. If a comprehensive and general 
assessment had been made before the signing, it would have been clear that the 
economic issue was so serious that Israel could not sign such an agreement. 


The criterion for making a decision should not have been: "We will sign in any 
event." Rather, it should have been: “under possible conditions we will sign, 
but under impossible conditions, we will not sign.” I am very suspicious that the 
criterion under which the government signed was: "We will try as much as possible 
to achieve the best possible conditions, but we will sign under any conditions." 
This is an invalid criterion. You will not today find one cabinet minister who 
will mot confess that the severe economic -:onsequences of the agreements came 

to him as a surprise. You will not find one cabinet minister who will not admit 
that there was insufficient information regarding these consequences. 


Zvi Zamir: Is there constant evaluation of relations with Egypt today? 




















Moshe Arone: No. There is no ongoing oversight. And this ise precisely what I 
was referring to: if there had been a team of experts alongside the cabinet, 
that would have been ite role. To conduct such oversight. To learn of changes 
occurring. To present the cabinet with updated assesaments. 


Yicehaq Radin: There were uo surprises for me. I saw the process, and I under~- 
stood what was happening and what would happen. 


Shlomo Gazit: Did you expect that the peace treaty with Egypt could be a separate 
agreement? 


Yitshaq Rabin: No. There was no such possibility. 


Moshe Arons: Where does all this lead to: to peace vr war? It is worth answering 
another question: where is the world going? It is not proceeding to realize the 
vision of the end of days. It is becoming more and more contentious, fragmented, 
hostile. Natural resources are being used up. The population is growing... 


Yitshaq Rabin: Another solution will be found... 


Moshe Arons: In the meantime, resources are being consumed. Every country, 
every people is coming apart from possessions, power, and economic strategy, 
and is making a critical mistake and is posing a question mark with respect to 
their ability to survive the harsh war of existence. 


Another question: where is the Arab world going? The answer, it seems, is 
unambiguous: it is becoming richer and stronger in astonishing measure, un- 
precedented in the world. And along with the wealth and the power is the induce- 
ment to destroy Israel by economic, political, and military means. We can face 
up to this reality. We can overcome it, in spite of the fact that we are a small 
country, poor in natural resources and small in population. We have the most 
talented and excellent manpower in the world. In that area we are very rich. But 
we must know where the world and the Arab world is going, and act accordingly, and 
not in accord with our naive expectations. 





Shlomo Gazit: I agree with Yitshaq Rabin, and I did not mean to propose that a 
body or institution replace the cabinet, the cabinet committees, or the Committee 
on Foreign and Defense Affairs. I mean that there is a need for the government 
to receive formulated and updated proposals, without having appear before it 
interests to present programmatic positions. The Israeli government makes de- 
cisions with insufficient information. It is important that is receive two or 
three working papers expressing different approaches, differing assessments, dif- 
ferent alternatives. We need a well established body, aided when necessary by 
experts in various fields, and the government should make decisions in the essential 
national sphere only after this body has given it all information possible, all 
views, and all of the possible ramifications. 
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In every intelligence estimate, a distinction must be drawn between two areas and 
there has to be an unbreachable sone between them. There are technical iesues 
in the area of facts. On the iseue as to whether Egypt has 10 or 14 divisions 
there can be no dispute. This must be a known fact beyond doubt. What the 
Egyptians intend to do with this force--that can be an issue subject to debate. 
Ierael--and there is no country which does not act thuslt--must have an intelli- 
gence body which bears national responsibility for the intelligence assessment . 
I am not opposed to pluralism which was discussed here. But the Intelligence 
Branch ie the body which bears the responsibility. It is incumbant that there 
be a distinction between facts, which are not disputed, and assessments, which 
are speculative. If they are mixed, there will be a negative effect. 


In intelligence work there are several types of situations. There was the situa- 
tion on the eve of the Yom Kippur War. The decision in Egypt was to go to war. 
Dates were set, unite were assigned missions. The decision in Egypt was made in 
February-March 1973, and we did not know about it until very late. That was the 
absolute responsibility of intelligence. It should have been able to interpret 
the riddle correctly. And we did not know. 


If today Sadat decides--and I emphasize if--that the whole peace process is nothing 
but a echeme, and he decides with Husayn and the Saudi Arabians and the Syrian 
president to remove Israel from the Sinai and to weaken it, and then to attack it 
with combined forces to put an end to it--the role of intelligence is to know about 
such a decision. The primary task in a situation in which such a decision has 
been made is for intelligence to know about it. 


There can be a second situation, different from the first, in which intelligence 
seeks an answer to another question: what would be the response of a country, a 
eader, or a block of countries to a certain event. Here there is no decision 
which has to be discovered. Here there is only the possibility of predicting a 
development, not on the basis of a decision already made. For example: when 
there was an Israeli-Syrian air clash before the Six-Day War, it caused in its 
time a war tremor, to some extent due to misinformation supplied by the Soviets to 
Nasser. Nasser did not intend to start a war in May-June 1967. No intelligence 
estimate could have indicated that he intended «o do so then. But an intelligence 
estimate also had to appreciate how Nasser would react if war had developed, or 

if there had been a collision between Israel and Syria. There is no unambiguous 
answer to a question of this sort. It is definitely possible that Sadat does not 
know at this time how the Egyptians will respond if there will be a serious mili- 
tary clash between Israel and Syria. 


When we speak of assessments for a term of years, there are unlimited possibilities. 
The questions of energy, the increasing power of the Arabs thanks to their enor- 
mous resources, the possible social revolutions, the phenomenon of religious re- 
vival--in all of these one can perceive trends, but to assess such processes is 
speculation. Here no intelligence body has any advantage over any smart Jew-~-a 
writer, a journalist, or an academic. 
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We have an intelligence community which is quite complicated in its structure. 
It has no written constitution. But precisely because of the lack of a consti- 
tution it operates excellently--on the basis of mutual links and reporting, in 
a voluntary manner. 


I agree with the proposition that the process which brought Sadat to Jerusalem 
and the Camp David accords had its origin in the Yom Kippur War. But I cannot 
ignore the fact that we did not know at the right time about the Yom Kippur 
War or about Sadat's decision to visit Jerusalen. 


About 2 months before Sadat's visit to Jerusalem, we had an intelligence assess- 
ment whose conclusion was that there had been no change in Sadat's position re- 
garding peace with Israel. When we learned of Sadat's decision to make the visit 
to Jerusalem, there was a kind of sense that reality had slapped us in the face 
and tripped up our assessment. But I have not since changed my mind that in spite 
of the visit and the talk about peace, there is always a parallel danger of war, 
and the Egyptian people could be pulled enthusiastically into a war. 


I recently had the opportunity to meet with a senior Egyptian person in the U.S. 
Together we analyzed Sadat's moves, intentions, and motives, and I was surprised 
to learn that the opinions and assessments of this Egyptian were completely based 
on our intelligence «ssessment. 


The Middle Eastern dispute has shifted from a state of freeze to a fluid and 
super-dynamic condition. It has opened the possibility of peace in the Middle 
East and the integration of Israel among the peoples there. But it also contains 
awesome dangers for Israel that did not exist in the static condition which pre- 
vailed before. In the defense area, the short term issue is of less concern. 
Our military might is such that we do not have to be concerned. 


Question: To summarize, do you believe that since the Yom Kippur War intelligence 
efforts and tools have been perfected, and that the danger of a surprise war 
has been reduced? 


Zvi Zamir: Yes. I am sure that every intelligence generation moves ahead of 
the last one. But there is a need to carefully track the peace process. 


Shlomo Gazit: Many steps have been taken to reduce the danger of a repetition of 
the mistake which occurred before the Yom Kippur War. But there is no quarantee 
against errors and mistakes. In the narrow area of warning of a war, we are 
better prepared. But there is another danger: because of our sensitivity in the 
wake of the Yom Kippur War, we could be misled negatively, to excessive caution, 

to over-reaction, out of fear of the possibility of another war. Such misleading 
creates an escalation, and increases the danger of war. Another concern is that 
intelligence has the task of serving those who make the decisions. If the decision 
makers do not listen to what the intelligence people say, the best data in the 
world will not serve any good purpose. 


7075 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NEW GALILEE OBSERVATION POSTS--The Jewish Agency's Settlement Department has begun 
establishing two new observation posts in the Galilee near Kibbutz Hasolelim and 
not far from the Bedouin settlement Basmat Tab'un. The observation post near 
Hasolelim (which bears the temporary name of Solelim B) will become a ki.*utz, 
whereas the other post, near Basmat Tab'un, is intended to serve as a communal 
settlement with 300 families. Upon the completion of these two posts, the deploy- 
ment of 32 such posts in vulnerable locations throughout the Galilee will have 
been completed. The members of the Segev bloc nucleus have now been informed that 
work will begin toward establishing Moshav Qoranit. This promise comes after a 
2-year delay and will involve building 30 housing units. [Text] [TAO50900 Tel 
Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 5 Dec 80 p 4] 


DRUZES REQUEST IDENTITY CARDS--Only 500 Druzes who live in the Golan Heights have 
taken advantage of the law recently passed by the Knesset that permits Druze to 
receive Israeli identity cards. Other Druzes are not requesting Israeli identity 
cards because several of the sect's notables in the Golan Heights are pressuring 
them not to make such a move. Our correspondent in the north, Menahem Horowitz, 
discussed this issue with a member of the Majdal Shams Village council, Abu Jabal 
(Sada). [Begin recording] [(Sada)] The law did not force everyone to submit; 
everyone can do what he wants and there are many who do want the identity cards. 
People are looking ahead: will their future be with the Syrians? Will Israel 
annex the Golan Heights? Will the people be rea. Israelis and an inseparable part 
of Israel? The situation frightens people. The Druzes do not want to abandon 
their land and homes. [Horowitz] Recently Druze notables in the Golan Heights 
increased their pressure in an attempt to persuade the inhabitants not to accept 
Israeli identity papers. We will not be responsible for you if it is decided to 
return the Golan Heights, the notables tell the inhabitants who want to receive 
identity papers. [End recording] [Text] [TAO71658 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 
1510 GMT 7 Dec 80) 


WES” BANK DISTURBANCES--Today there were minor infringements on the peace in Judaea 
and Samaria. Each case was dealt with rapidly by the security forces. Our corre- 
sp ndent Sha'ul Stav reports: Today there were minor infringements of the peace in 
Judaea and Samaria against the background of the deportation of the mayors of Hebron 
and Halhul. In Nabulus, students from the (Qadri Tukam) school threw stones at 
Israeli cars. The school's director intervened in the incident and took the students 
into the classrooms without involving the security forces. In Ramallah, stones were 
ete. ‘own at Israeli vehicles. One of the throwers was captured by the driver of 

é «| Gar. The thrower was handed over to military government personnel. In 
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Hebron there were student riots along the main highway. Stones were thrown at 
security forces personnel. The rioters were dispersed by tear gas. In several 
towns in Judaea and Samaria, including Jericho, students went on strike and gathered 
in the school yard. However, these short strikes did not develop into demonstra- 
tions. In Halhul, the mi’itary government ordered the town's high school closed 
until further notice. This followed che serious rioting by the school's students 
yesterday. [Text] [TAO71633 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 7 Dec 80] 


BAN ON NAZARETH RALLY--A Jewish-Arab convention was held in the Tel Aviv Bat Dor 
Hall yesterday instead of the Nazareth Conference that was banned by the defense 
minister. A Jewish-Arab committee was elected at the end of the convention to 
conduct a public campaign for the cancellationof the ban on the Nazareth Conference. 
The moderator, ‘Uzi Burstein, stated that the committee will conduct the campaign 
through demonstrations near various places including the Knesset and the prime 
minister's office as well as rallies and other actions both written and verbal. 
The HA'ARETZ correspondent in the Galilee reported that yesterday Rakah failed to 
turn its protest against the banned Nazareth Conference into a noted event in 
Nazareth. An attempt was made to hold a l-hour strike in the town's high schools, 
but most of the schools ignored the call for a strike. The call for a l-hour 
strike in the municipality addressed to the municipal workers’ committee headed by 
Rakah Mk Tawfiq Zayyad was not attended either, and it was necessary to set up a 
special action committee for this. Yehuda Ari'el, HA'ARETZ correspondent in Western 
Galilee, reported that rallies were held in Rakah clubs in Arab villages of the 
Western Galilee early in the evening yesterday. Manifestoes in Arabic, prepared 

by various political elements including Jews, were also distributed yesterday. All 
of the manifestoes were worded in such a way that there would be no cause for suits 
against their authors. [Excerpts] [TAO71159 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 Dec 80 


p 3) 


COUNTERING ARAB ECONOMIC EXPANSION——Prime Minister Menahem Begin will consult with 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir in order to formulate policy to counter the hazard 
of Arabs controlling economic institutions in the West. It is possible that 
Israeli emissaries in various capitals will participate in order to alert the 
governments and public opinion to the danger facing free nations, the prime 
minister reported in a letter which he sent to the chairman of the economic 
Committee of the Knesset, Knesset Member Gad Ya'acovi. MK Ya'acovi recently sent 
a message to the prime minister in which he warned about the gradual control by 
Arab governments and companies on well-known institutions in Western countries. 
Among other things, Arabs have acquired 10 percent of the shares of the subsidiary 
of Volkswagen in Brazil; the Government of Kuwait acquired from a Swiss metals 
company in Zurich 10 percent of the stock of the well-known German Metalschafft 
company; Kuwait is completing the acquisition of the fifth largest bank in Arizona 
in the U.S. for $40 million. MK Ya'acovi noted that by means of this control the 
influence of Arab nations will increase on the foreign policies of the West and 

on its system of economic considerations. Therein lie dire security implications 
since a portion of these companies and enterprises manufacture for the defense and 
military establishments of western nations. He suggested that Israel expose this 
process on the international level and increase the awareness of the West to the 
implications and the dangers therein. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 5 Oct 80 
p1j) 8090 
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ARABIC INSTRUCTLON==Cash grants beyond the norm approved for them will be awarded 
by the Ministry of Education to schools above the elementary level to encourage 
and expand Arabic studies, Today, approximately 30,000 students are studying 
Arabic, Award of the incentives is intended to increase the numbers of those 
learning Arabic, The Director General of the Education Ministry, Eliezer Shmuely, 
has decreed that students who did not study Arabic in elementary schools must 
begin atudy of the language in upper echoole (grades 9-10), Students who did 
etudy Arabic in elementary schools or in intermediate groups, are also to be given 
the opportunity to continue their studies in schools above the elementary level, 
Arab teachers will aleo be employed for inatruction of Arabic, About 450 students 
in colleges of education and in teachers’ institutes will be prepared thie year 
for teaching thie language. The office supervision Arabic instruction will this 


year conduct weekly qualifying courses in four large urban centers, [Text] [Tel 
Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 5 Oct 80 p 19) 8090 


PUBLIC FAVORS RABIN--Former Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin is preferred by a 
larger percentage of the public to lead the Labour Party than party chairman 
Shim'on Peres, according to the Jerusalem POST poll conducted by the Modi'in 
Ezrahi Applied Research Centre among 1,302 adults last month. According to 
the poll, Rabin also has the advantage over Peres within the Labour Party. 
Over 45 percent of the party members questioned picked Rabin, compared to 

37.5 percent for Peres. In response to the question of who should lead the 
Labour Party, Rabin got a total of 46.7 percent, Peres got 24.9 percent and 
President Yitzhaq Navon got 1.6 percent. Another 1.6 percent mentioned 
various other candidates, while 25.3 percent could not make a decision. Rabin 
is particularly popular with voters of right-wing parties, according to the 
breakdown of his support conducted by centre director ‘Amiram Yarqoni. Over 
59 percent of Likud voters preferred the former premier, compared to 

9.1 percent for Peres. And 58.8 percent of National Religious Party supporters 
would like Rabin to lead Labour with about 10 percent preferring Peres. Rabin 
was more preferred among men than women, among the Orthodox and among Haifa 
residents, while Peres did better among the oriental communities and among 
residents of the greater Tel Aviv region. (Mark Segal) [Text] [TA021346 
Jerusalem POST in English 2 Dec 80 p 3] 


ARAB UNEMPLOYMENT--Speaking in Jerusalem on 27 November, Minister of Labor 
and Social Affairs Yisra'el Katz announced that the rate of unemployment in 
the administered territories was 3} percent compared with 5 percent in Israel. 
He added that his ministry was working to equalize the wages of workers from 
the territories employed in Israel with those of Israelis. Between 1970-78 
wages of inhabitants of the territories rose by 5 percent a year, he said. 
[TA281455 Jerusalem POST in English 28 Nov 80 p 1 TA) 


POREIGN CURRENCY RESERVES--Foreign currency reserves dropped by $61 million 

in November, bringing the total decline in the past 4 months to $222 million. 
The steep decline followed a relatively long period of increases in the total 
reserves. Total foreign currency reserves stood at $2,725 million at the end 
of November 1980, showing a gain of $155 million since December 1979 despite 
the drop in recent months. Israel will receive DMBO million from West Germany 
next month, as the first installment of an aid agreement of DM140 million 
between the two countries. The remainder will be paid out over the next 

3 years. (Jerusalem POST in English 3 Dec 80 p 2 TA) 
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ARAB LIVING STANDARDS--Statistics just released by the military government 
indicate a sharp rise in the living standards of Weat Bank and Gaza Arabe 
over the past 5 years. The statistics rely on a survey of 3,900 families 

in villages, towns and refugee camps in the territories, The survey found 

a higher rate of prosperity in the West Bank than in Gaga. It aleo discovered 
that the percentage of people owning household equipment and private vehicles 
has doubled since 1974, The categories with sharp rises were gas cookers, 
electric stoves and refrigerators, televisions, taperecorders, bicycles and 
private cars. There was a vast difference between the towns and villages 
because many of the villages do not have electricity all hours of the day 

and night. The survey aleo attempted to compare West Bankers to the Israeli 
Arabs noting that the comparison is not really valid because the last survey 
of Israeli household equipment was taken in 1974. However, in nearly all 
categories of equipment West Bankers were ahead of the Israeli Arabs in 

1977 and the amount of consumer goods in the territories increased signi- 
ficantly since then. [TA030618 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 

1800 GMT 30 Nov 80 TA] 


OCTOBER PRICE RISES--Prices went up by 8 per cent in October and are likely to 
go up by 9-10 per cent ‘n November, according to government economists. The 
predicted November price hike includes the pending rise in oil prices. The 
monthly inflation rate will not fall below 6-7 per cent, according to the same 
sources. They estimate that the inflation rate for 1980 will be 125-130 per 
cent, compared with 111.4 per cent in 1979. The shekel was devalued by 7.9 
per cent against the dollar in October, by 10.1 per cent to the pound sterling 
and by 8.4 per cent to the Japanese yen. But it was devalued by far less to 
other European currencies. Only 2.4 per cent to the German mark, 3.1 per cent 
to the Franch franc [as published], 2.9 per cent to the Dutch guilder and by 
3.7 per cent to the Swiss franc. [by Shlomo Maoz|) [Text] [Jerusalem THE 
JERUSALEM POST in English 2 Nov 80 p 1] 
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LEBANESE LEADER DISCUSSES DANGERS FOR LEBANON 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL~'AMM in Arabic 15 Oct 8 pp 22-23 


[Interview with Walid Junblat by Salih Qallab: ch from Beirut: Walid 
Junblat in Longest Interview with AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM: ‘Gulf War Will have Negative 
Effects on Lebanon; Let Arabe Give Me Guns, and I Will Be Prepared To Fight Bashir 
al-Jumayyil' I Advocate Dialogue with the Phalangists;' the Resistance Ie Responsi- 
ble for the Chace in the Nationalist Areas; the Resistance Must Deal with the 
Lebanese Government; No Solution Unless Eastern Front Ise Established") 


[Text] When I told Mr Walid Jumblat that AL-RA'Y AL~'AMM wanted to ask him some 
questions about the Lebanese situation and the Arab situation, he stopped toying 
with the fringes of the tapestry that was hanging over the chair on which he was 
sitting, and he said in « low voice that reminded one of the whispers of the late 
Kamal “unblat, "What public opinion? There is no public opinion. Public 
opinion in the Arab homeland is a prisoner.” 





Thies ie Walid Jumblat, chairman of the Socialist Progressive Party and chairman of 
the Political Council of the Lebanese National Movement. He is the young man upon 
whom responsibilities were hurled at once after his father, national leader Kamal 
Junblat, lost his life, 





As Goon a8 one enters it, the atmosphere of his home reflects the magnitude of the 
responsibility that was placed on the shoulders of this young man. Pictures of 

his late father abound in entrance ways and halls [all over the house], relating 

a long history of political struggle on the Lebamese, Arab and international scenes. 


These pictures, whose number exceeds 100, speak of Kamal Junblat's Lebanese, Arab 
and international relations. They chronicle his meetings with various Lebanese 
officials in all the administrations, and they chronicle his meetings with Arab 
kings, heads of state and leaders of liberation movements. in addition, they also 
chronicle his meetings with the most prominent leadership figures and with leaders 
of liberation sovements in the world. 


It ie in the atmosphere of this house, whose walle and furniture attest to the 
legal reasons for the developments of the situation that took place in the area 
more than 40 years ago, at one asks oneself an urgent question: Can this 
enthusiastic young man whose appearance, demeanor and conduct appear unaffected 
bear the burden that was left to him by the man who went beyond the boundaries of 
Lebanon to become an international figure? 
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Il wecall that when Walid ascended the speaker's platform at UNESCO House in Beirut 
3} years ago on the day commemorating the 40th day after Junblat's death, he was 
choked up. Teare welled in the eyes of thowee who were present: some of them were 
moved by the scene, and others were moved because they remembered Kamal Junblat. 
Still others (were moved) because they appreciated the position of thie young man 
who suddenly found himself with a heavy burden on his shoulders. 


During the lest few years, ever since the death of Junblat, Walid has been assuming 
the responsibility efficiently. He maintained the course that was outlined by the 
great (leader) who is no longer with us, beginning with etrengthening the et ructure 
of che Socialist Progressive Party and including the leadership of the Lebanese 
National Movement as well as international and Arab relations. 


Furthemore, anyone who has been keeping up with Walid Junhiat for the last 3 years 
will discover that this young man who is brigming over with enthusiasm was able to 
tread the political minefields in Lebanon with extreme caution without having a 
single mine explode under his feet and without allowing any provocation--from a 
emall person, a big person, Lebanese or Arab--to make him forego the poise which 
he inherited from the great departed one. 


The death of Kamal Junblat, which occurred while the Lebanese ship was sail 
turbulent seas, has leit 1,001 cracks [in the vessel). But Walid has proven that 
the 
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he ie indeed the son of this experienced, brave navigator. He sat at hela 
with steadfastness and courage, and he is now trying and trying [to steer this 

ship] despite the strength and severity of the storm. 

Walid Junblat spoke to AL-RA'Y AL~‘AMM about all the issues. He spoke hie mind 
candidly and openly without forgetting for a single soment the turbulence and 


the complexities that besiege Lebanon. 


The Gulf War 


(Question) The war that is raging now between Iraq and Iran will affect the Arab 
scene. What effect will this war have on Lebanon’? 


[Anewer! Lebanon will most certainly be affected by the results of this war. Since 
this war will eventually dissipate the Arab effort, making it lose its focus on 
the basic Arab question, which is the question of Palestine, it will be the rightist 
Phalangist forces that will benefit from this war over a long period of time. 


Any intra-Arab struggle or any struggle between an Arab country and another country 
that supports the Palestinian question is out of place. Its beneficiaries will be 
the rightist forces in Lebanon or elsewhere. Besides, there are lateral complica- 
tions and well-known biases. 


[Question] Some people are saying that after the outbreak of the war the Lebanese 
question will become a secondary question. 


[Anewer) Eventually the Lebanese question may become a secondary one. But it will 
re-emerge as soon as the fighting ceases. 
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The war in the Gulf will end in a week or two after both sides become exhausted, 
Interest in the Lebanese question will then return, and that question will aseume 
serious proportions as a result of increasing western pressure in the Gulf. 


If western pressure in the Gulf increases, it will chen become essential to do 
@vay with the revolutionary seat in Lebanon which is represented by the National 
Movement and the Palestinian Resistance. 


[Question] Does this mean that you in the National Movement as well as che 
Palestinian Resistance will come under new attack immediately after fighting in 
the Gulf ceases’ 


[Answer] No, not immediately. But it is certain that the results of this war will 
be reflected in the form of a counter attack against the National Movement and the 
Palestinian Resistance. 


[Question] When? 


[Answer) I don't know exactly when because this would be subject to local events, 
to Arab and international reactions and to a decision by Bashir al-Jumayyil and 
Iereel. 


[Question] In following your political activities one notices that you try to 
combine the forces into blocs on the side of the National [Movement]. Is this 
bloc formation against the Lebanese Front or against the Lebanese government? 


[Answer] | am affirming that we gust first consolidate the Lebanese government 

over all Lebanese territory to avoid renewal of the civil war. This includes 
mobilizing the army and expanding the legitimate government in those areas. We 

must then have a dialogue with the Phalangists on well-known, self-evident principles. 





But continuing in this deadlock, in the current stage of deterioration, signifies 
further deterioration. 


Not a Period for Dialogue 


[Question] But there are those who say that dialogue after the 7 July has become 
impossible as long as Bashir al-Jumayyil.... 


[Anewer] No. There is no such thing as impossible. Nothing is impossible. 


{Question} What are the justifications for such a dialogue under current 
circumstances’? 


{Answer} Bashir al-Jumayyil is a force on the Lebanese scene. In view of this 
situation, there are only two solutions: there can either be dialogue with him or 
war with him. There is no solution other than these two. 


[Question] In your opinion is the present period one for dialogue?’ 


[Answer] No. The present period is not suitable for dialogue. Furthermore, some- 
times dialogue is not permitted. 














[Question] Who is it who is not permitting dialogue? 
[Anewer) I don't know, 
A Pessimistic View 


[Question] After the accord program floundered, after the curcent cabinet crisis 
and after the blow of 7 July which Bashir al-Jumayyil directed against his former 
ally Camille Sham'un, we bagan hearing statements saying that Sarkis would be 
Lebanon's last president and that al-lHuss would be its last prime minister. 


{[Anewer] This is a very pessimistic view. I believe that the legitimate Lebanese 
government still has considerable Arab and international support. Current con- 
ditions, however, do not allow it to extend its authority. 


The legitimate government in Lebanon had a specific symbol even under the worst 
conditions at the height of the civil war in 1975 and 1976. 


This symbol was represented by President Franjiyyah, despite his hostility to the 
national course at the time. 


In my opinion the international equation continues to favor the legitimate Lebanese 
government even if that government became a mere symbol. 


[Question] Unfortunately, what you are saying appears to be mere hopes in the light 
of attempts to re-apportion the political map in the area! 





[Answer] There is no doubt that the division created by the I[raqi-Iranian war, 
where two trends have emerged in the Arab region, will compel the National Movement 
[to adopt] one of these two courses. National action must be developed, and an 


alternative program gust be proposed. 


We in the Lebanese National Movement are in the process of preparing such a 
program. 


(Question) Will you restrict this program to the National Movement or will the 
program include also the forces that can join the movement in the context of a 
national rescue front? 


{Answer} When | speak about the National Movement, I mean the front of existing 
parties and also the national figures and agencies. 


[Question] But we do notice that you are focusing on the North. Do you intend to 
promote the Ihdin Communique? 


[Answer] Which I[hdin Communique are you referring to? 
[Question] The first one. 


{Answer} The North is one of the principal mainstays of Lebanon, particularly 
since there is a Christian group there that is rejecting the Phalangist progran. 
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[Question] Ie action being taken in this area’ 


[Anewer) Yes, I will visit the North. There is a program to promote coordination 
and action between us and President Franjiyyah. 


No Justifications for a Comprehensive Attack 


[Question] The south is experiencing a serious situation daily, and there are 
possibilities for wider and broader explosions in this area. 


[Answer] The south and, accordingly, Lebanon represent the first ad the last 
battlefield between the Arabs and Israel. 


I believe that there are no justifications at the present time for a comprehensive 
Israeli attack on the south because the international situation is not conducive 
to such an attack. Such an attack, however, may occur in the near future. 


Israel would launch an all-out offensive when it feels that danger on the northern 
borders is increasing, when Syria's defense capability increases and when there 
is a nuclear threat to Israel if Iraq acquires a nuclear reactor. 


But now I believe that Israel is comfortable with the situation in Lebanon. It is 
trying to further Lebanese-Palestinian disaccord, and it is trying to take 
maximum advantage of the struggle on the Lebanese scene, 


[Question] But one notices that Israel is continuing its preparations and its 
movements in the south. 


[Answer] What Israel wants at the present time is to raise the level of tension. 
As you know it is carrying out limited operations. For Lebanon, however, these 
limited operations are considered broad. 


The continuous artillery shelling of Sidon, which may subsequently reach al-Shuf, 
has a major effect on security, economic and political conditions in Lebanon. 


[Question] The National Movement, the resistance and the Arabs [in general] have 
responsibilities towards the south. What preparations have you made to defend the 
south and to bolster the resistance of it people? 


{Answer} The resistance and the National Movement are doing their duty with the 
modest capabilities they have. 


The major responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Arabs, but it seems that 
the Arabs have abandoned the Arab-Israeli struggle and have restricted it to 
Lebanon. 

The Eastern Front 

[Question] What specifically are you asking of the Arabs? 


{Answer} An eastern front! An eastern front! There can be no political or 
military solution unless the eastern front is established. A military balance 
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that generates a political balance must be created since there can be no political 
balance without a military balance. 


[Question] Let us be more specific, What is required of the Gulf states? Are 
they required to join the eastern front? 


[Anewer) No. What is required firet is the establishment of the eastern front of 
Syria, Jordan and Iraq. Support from the Gulf would come later, 


[Question] What about present support for the south under present conditions, 
that is, before the establishment of an eastern front, in view of the fact that 
present conditions are not conducive to its establishment 


A Program for the South 


[Answer] 1 am opposed to financial support for the south at the present time be- 
cause it will be pocketed by feudalists and ministers and because the poor resident 
of south Lebanon who has suffered damages will not benefit from this support at all. 


[Question] What if the [financial] support were to come to the National Movement? 


[Answer] This would be possible, We did carry out a program for south Lebanon, 
and we received a 10 million dollar subsidy from Libya. 


We formed a committee for this matter, and the fund is open. 


We intend to carry out special projects that are not merely confined to building 
a house that was torn down [here] or compensating a person (there) for damages 

he had suffered. We will carry out projects such as digging artesian wells and 
building orphanages and hospitals, The purpose of these projects is to stabilize 
the residents of south Lebanon in their cities and in their villages. 


What is required, for example, is the transformation of some south Lebanon villages 
into something that resembles the Israeli kibbutzes so they can defend themselves. 
The construction of orphanages is also particularly required. 


The Palestinian Resistance did build orphanages, but what it did build is still 
far short of what is needed. 


We Want Guns 

[Question] You are proposing a dialogue with the Phalangists while Bashir makes 
military preparations end proposes the liberation of all Lebanon. He is making 
Statements to that effect daily. 


[Answer] Let the Arabs, instead of giving us statements and talks about moral 
support. give us guns so we can confront Bashir al-Jumayyil. 


I am prepared to confront al-Jumayyil, but let the Arabs give me the guns. 


[Question] Before the guns, is the National Movement organized and is it prepared 
for this? 











[Anewer) Yes, everything within our capabilities is availab’s. Everything is 
ready. There is deterioration, decay, fragmentation and partisanship in national 
action. All this is true because we are living in a post Kamal Janblat period, 
but we are capable of confrontation and we are prepared for it if we have real 


support. 


[Such conditions may weaken] Palestinians who are being tempted io build their 
state and to consolidate the privileges they gained on the land. This constitutes 
a mortal danger to the Palestinian question. 


[Question] But before the guns, I believe that you also need Arab political 
positions. 


[Answer] We do in fact find it difficult to explain our point of view to the Arab 
countries, Furthermore, | am stating that the program of the Lebanese Front and, 
accordingly, the Lebanese right, is still meeting with approval in the Arab region 
on the basis of mutual interests against what is called the communist threat. 


[Question] Let us go back to the government's position in view of the fact that 
Prime Minister Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh turned down the invitation to form a govern- 
ment of activists. Is it possible that a new government will be formed in the 
near future, or will the government of al-Huss be in fact the last government? 


{Answer} No. A new government like that of al-Huss will be formed. Circumstances 
are not conducive to the formation of a government of activists unless some of the 
given factors are changed. 


[Question] Is there coordination with Syria in this direction? 


[Answer] Coordination on basic and sensitive matters between us and Syria is 
essential and normal. We have geographic, political and historic ties with Syria. 


The Security Situation in the Nationalist Areas 


[Question] There are daily complaints about security conditions in the nationalist 
areas. Some officials in the resistance have indicated that, going along with 
what is happening in the eastern region, the movement refuses to take control of 
security conditions in those areas in the absence of the Lebanese government. 


[Anewer|) With all due respect and affection to those officials in the resistance, 
I am asking them to stop their aid to some Lebanese organizations that in reality 
have no value and no effectiveness. The practices of such improvised organizations 
hurt the Palestinian question as well as the Lebanese question. 


Unfortunately, it seems that some officials in the resistance do not yet have 
confidence in some of the principal nationalist parties in Lebanon. 


In this area I believe that the Socialist Progressive party and other principal 
Lebanese nationalist parties did offer a great deal to the Palestinian question. 
Therefore, we expect the resistance to reciprocate with more than what it is doing 
at present. 
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[Question] Let us go back 4 years, At the end of 1976 the National Movement 
turned down the principle of self policing on the pretext that it was considered 
one form of partitioning. Today, you are reaping the consequences of that position, 


[Anewer) | am saying that the responsibility for maintaining safety falls 
primarily on the shoulders of the Lebanese police. We must help the Lebanese 
police in this area. A Palestinian and a Syrian decision muct be made on this 
subject, especially in the large cities, so that the police can put an end to 
attacks and deal with matters of traffic and theft, 


With regard to south Lebanon, I believe that a joint police [force] affiliated with 
the National Movement and the resistance can take care of this matter according to 
an urban formula other than the current one. 


The European Initiative 


[Question] There is talk about a European initiative that would solve the Middle 
East question, Since any movement on the situation in the Middle East will affect 
Lebanon, we want to hear your opinion on this matter. 


[Answer] Numerous points of view with regard to the European initiative have 
emerged. Some people welcomed it; some criticized it; and others had reservations 
about it. 


As far as we are concerned, we must look carefully into this initiative, and we 
must find out what are its considerations. If it leads to anything positive for 
the Palestinian question, we would welcome it. 


Lf we were to go back to the history of the Palestinian question, we would find 
that there has been continuous rejection and deterioration. Let us accept [an 
initiative] once and see what happens! 


You will also notice that the present year has been characterized by inactivity on 
the Palestinian question although last year was characterized by the Palestinian 
penetration of Europe when Abu ‘Ammar visited Austria, Portugal, Spain and Turkey. 
This visit constituted the climax of this penetration. 


Errors 


[Question] What in your opinion is the reason for this inactivity? 


[Answer] The reason lies in the errors that were made on the Palestinian scene. 
Abu ‘Ammar's visit to Paris should have been successful. But what made matters 
worse was the attempt to assassinate former Iranian Prime Minister Shahpur Bakhtiar. 


Despite our points of view with regard to supporting the Iranian Revolution, we. 
as Palestinians or as Lebanese, are not responsible for the liquidation of Bakhtiar. 


Let the lranians settle their questions themselves. This incident has affected the 
Palestinian question as well as the Lebanese question because the West is still 
racist and prejudiced against the Arabs. Some parties used this incident against 
the Plaestinian question and against the Arabs. 
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[Question] It seems that the [European] initiative is related to the U.S. elections. 


[Anewer) No, I believe that the initiative is not directly related to the U.S, 
elections because these elections occur periodically. U.S. policy in the area, 
however, is unchanged; it is set by agencies, organizations and administrations. 


The United States is concerned about its interests in the Middle East. As long 
as these interests are not threatened, as long as they are secure, Washington does 
not find itself compelled to change its positions vis-a-vis conditions in the 
Middle East. 


And here we must refer to the fact that statements about Israel being an agent of 
stability in the Middle East have been heard in the West after [the outbreak) of 
the Iraqi-Iranian war. This is important because Israel will remain for the West 
an essential base in the east. 


Settlement 


[Question] It seems then that there are no possibilit es for any acceptable 
solution to the Palestinian question in the foreseeable future, 


[Answer] Yes, [there seem to be no possibilities], and this constitutes a major 
danger to the Palestinian question in Lebanon because the inactivity and the 
waiting under the auspices of Bashir al-Jumayyil building his state may weaken 

some of the Palestinians and may tempt them to build their own state and consolidate 
the privileges they gained on the land. This would constitute a mortal danger to 
the Palestinian question. 


Turning Palestinian privileges in Lebanon into industrial and commercial organiza- 
tions and agencies will bring an end to the Palestinian question. 


[Question] Do you mean the settlement of Palestinians? 


[Answer] Yes, There is spontaneous settlement, but there are those who are 
contributing to the entrenchment of this settlement. They are trying to legitimize 
it, and herein lies the danger. 


The settlement of Palestinians exists. Even if the Palestinian question is settled, 
the settlement of Palestinians will continue. We do not reject that, but we will 
then demand that the Palestinian be given a political identity which is different 
from the refugee identity he has at present, 


The Government and the Organization 


[Question] But the settlement of Palestinians which involves no weapons is one 
thing and the establishment of armed settlement, which is a state entity, is another. 


If Israel is turning down the settlement of Palestinians in the second sense on the 
West Bank, how can it possibly accept it in south Lebanon on the borders of Hebron 
where most of the population is Arab? 




















[Anewer} A de facto settlement does exist from Tyre in the south to the al-Barid 
river in Tripoli. 


In this regard | am affirming that to fight the settlement of Palestinians the PLO 
mst make concessions to . 2 legitimate government of Lebanon in some regions, 
Otherwise, the settlement of Palestinians will assume its actual proportions. 


There is no escape from dealing with the Lebanese government. The resistance's 
refusal to deal with the government is unacceptable. 


[Question] But the resistance is saying that it is the government that is refusing 
to deal with it! 


[Answer] No. Is it reasonable or acceptable that there be no dealings between 
the Lebanese government and the Palestinian resistance for 5 years? This is 
neither reasonable nor acceptable, 


Abu ‘Ammar visited Sarkis only once. It is in the interests of both parties that 
a constant formula be set so that the two parties can deal with each other and 
cooperate, 


[Question] But the National Movement is saying that the Lebanese government has 
adopted the separatist program in its entirety! 


[Answer] Who said that? 

[Question] We heard that in press statements. 

[Answer] Unfortunately, different, contradictory and varied press statements from 
the National Movement abound. This is because some officials in the National 
Movement are fond of the press and of making statements [to the press]. 


[Question] In your judgment what is the position of the Lebanese government on 
the struggle that is ongoing on the Lebanese scene? 


[Answer] Let us suppose that the Lebanese government is partial to the other side 
by 80 percent. We have to deal with it so we can take advantage of the 20 percent. 





[Question] Twenty percent and more [for] al-Huss. The resistance is dealing with 
him now with the utmost respect. 


[Answer] This is not certain. 


Finally, we can only say that Junblat's conversation with AL-RA'Y AL-‘AMM.was not 
merely talk to while away the time, but it was rather from beginning to end [an 
expression) of a position of commitment. He was thinking out loud about the 
question of Palestine and the question of Lebanon. 


This national leader who pursues an unswerving course granted this exclusive inter- 
view to AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM because he wanted to convey what was on his mind to the Arab 
citizen wherever he may be. He wanted his conversation to be an invitation to the 
Arab nation to stand up against the dangers that threaten it. 
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MOROCCO 


CRISIS IN FISHING INDUSTRY ANALYZED 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 24, 25 Oct 80 
/Article by Abdallah Bensmain: "Fishing: The Alarm Signal"/ 
/24 Oct 80 p 2/7 


pText/ Fishing, a strategic sector, is a resource the importance of which to 

rocco can be seen by the position it occupies in the national economy. A principa 
resource, fishing is in third place after mining and agriculture. Some 50,000 
people are directly employed in this industry; in addition, the fishing industry 
allows for the establishment of jobs in an indirect way in sectors that participate 
from a distance in the development of the fishing industry. 


The fishing sector, although it is still of real social and economic importance, 
also shares, in a no less real way, in balancing the trade balance. With an average 
export value of 290 million dirhams for the 1978-79 season, fishing plays a 
determining role in the trade balance, at the same level as phosphates and the 
production of prunes. 


Its approximately 3,900 kilometers of coastline make of Morocco a country of immense 
potential fishing resources. If they were exploited in an adequate fashion, these 
resources could profoundly alter the fishing seccor. 


It is, indeed, public knowledge that in spite of definite efforts, fishing in 
Morocco is still short of the real needs of the country. Far from responding to the 
needs of the national economy, the fishing sector, in spite of the enormous possi- 
bilities offered by the halieutic resources, is in a state of crisis that is 
scarcely favorable for an integrated exploitation of these resources. 


This opinion, widely shared by fishing experts, is based on specific data. The 
canning industry can be an indicator, a major barometer for determining the main 
characteristics of this crisis. 


The recent "awareness" tour organized by FICOMA /Federation of Canning Industries in 
Morocco/ in Safi, Essaouria, and Agadir attempted specifically to present the record 
of the fishing industry through its daily experience, the problems it encounters 
both in supplying its factories and in marketing the industrial product. 


The canning industry, which includes 84 seafood processing plants along the Moroccan 
coast, produces the following fact in order to show the scope of the crisis: the 
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production potential of the fish-canning industry is currently being used to 
produce 65,000 tons of fish, whereas the production capacity is approximately 
250,000 tons of fish. In terms of percentages, the factories are operating at only 
22.5 percent of cheir capacity. 


We Have a Coastal Fishing f'eet: But the Fish Have Gone Out to Sea 


Far from being an isolated fact in the fishing industry, this situation, according 
to the president of FICOMA, is of several years' duration. The reason, according to 
the same source, is due to difficulties in being able to guarantee regular supplies 
to the industry. In “worrying” terms, since this has justified, on the part of 
FICOMA, action to make the press aware, the situation can be summed up as follows: 
22 factories are at a total standstill, while 26 are operating at less than 20 
percent of their capacity, and 36 at 35 percent of their production capacity. 


The canning industry places the problems, at first, on two levels to explain the 
Slump in which it is floundering. On the one hand, the question of supply, and on 
the other, the lack of competition of the finished products. 


In the first case, the argument put forth may be paradoxical, but it is summed up by 
the industrial sector as follows: Morocco, which possesses the largest fish 
reserves, does not catch sufficient to keep the factories running at a profitable 
level. This comes from the fact that the current fishing fleet is not responding in 
an adequate fashion to the demands of the canning industries. 


This fleet, which has traditionally been in the coastal fishing sector, finds itself 
suddenly obsolete: the coastal fishing zones have been deserted by the fish. To 
the point where there is no choice left either of fish or of being able to assure 
supplies to the canning industry. 


To Have Global Vision 


In order to be able to meet this demand, it is useless to rely on the traditional 
fishing fleet. FICOMA believes that the solution lies in an overall policy. The 
fishing industry, in order to respond adequately to its economic mission, should be 
changed in accordance with the new demand, Since the fishing zones have moved, an 
global policy that is capable of satisfying the canning needs must adapt to the new 
demands: the fishing fleet, in order to fulfill its mission, needs to be renewed. 
According to the canners, proof of this can be given by the fact that in the new 
fishing zones, “all the fishing fleets, except the Moroccan,” can be found there. 


This results in a systematic pilfering of the halieutic resources by foreign fisher- 
men, a pilfering which, according to the statistics of the FAO 

amounts to 900,000 to 1 million tons of fish per year. The lack of Moroccan 
fisherman in these zones is possible either because a fishing fleet is not equipped 
for deep-sea fishing or because it needs means of preserving the fish on board the 
trawlers themselves. 


On the other hand, the point that gets attention, according to the canners, is the 


lack of competitiveness of the nation's canning in foreign markets. This is even 
more important since 92 percent of the production is destined for export. 
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The reasons for the lack of competitiveness is explained by the increases in 
production costs. 


According to the fishing industry's industrial sector, it is not possible to have 
the sale prices support the suecessive increases that have taken place in this 
industry. These increases are distributed at various production levels. The price 
of materials has increased (metal cans, cardboard, of], and so on) as well as that 
of labor, energy, and tools. 


The situation thus presented results in an imbalance between the export receipts 
and the production costs. The consequences, the basic cause of which, according to 
the canning manufacturers, is this imbalance, can be summed up as follows: 


"Loss of markets to the benefit of a more dynamic and better equipped competition, 
which is utilizing fish taken freely and in great quantity from our own coasts; 


‘The threat of factories closing and reduction of work hours, causing depression 
among the fishermen; 


"Cessation of all investment projects. " 
Trial of Strength: “We Are Preparing a Plan. . . of Technical Unemployment” 


According to the same source, this has reached the point where “some companies, no 
longer having the means to support the social costs of fixed labor, are in the 


process of preparing a plan of technical unemployment which they will submit to the 
local authorities. 


In order to alleviate the disadvantages of this situation, measures can be taken. 
The canning industry thinks that, first and foremost, the solution lies to a large 
extent in backing the canning industry. 


This solution, which in some regards is very severe, was set forth in the following 
terms by the by the Moroccan General Economic Federation: 


"The first measure that would be desirable to take quickly and which would surely 
have an immediate positive effect on our exports, is the liberating of foreign 
trade for canned fish, while still maintaining the contro] mechanisms that the state 
deems necessary,” and it added: 


"The marketing system in operation since 1965 has proved to be ineffective and costly. 
The administrative unwieldiness has reduced our exporters to powerlessness." 


In other words, the questioning of the OCE /Marketing and Export Office/ becomes 
evident in that it has a deeply committed responsibility. 


The OCE, with a quasi-monopoly in the area of foreign trade, constitutes, according 
to the canning industry, a restraint on the development of the canning industry in 
that this office relies on texts that were written mostly in the 30's by the French 
Protectorate. This time lag has repercussions on market research, on exporting 
itself, and in particular on the product to be exported. 
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Freeing Marketing Procedures? 


According to the Federation of Canning Industries in Morocco, the solution to the 
marketing problem lies in making the fish canning trade freer. In support of its 
claim, it gives two »xamples: the textile industry and handicrafts, which, 

seperees to the federation, operate better now that they no longer come under the 


In the specific case of fish canning, FICOMA would like the manufacturers to take 
their destiny 's their own hands even on the internationa) markets. In order to do 
this, the federation, advocates a sort of return to an agency such as the UCIC 
[Trade and Industrial Canning Union/ which has had no justification for existence 
Since 1965, the year of its replacement by the OCE. 


The UCIC operated in the form of a cooperative, administered by a collegiate board 
of directors comprising the whole of the canning industry. 


The union, which started sometime around 1945, was concerned specifically with the 
marketing of canned fish. In concrete terms, this agency was charged with finding 
prospective markets and with distributing orders among the canners according to 
the capacities of each. 


Finally, the UCIC also organized the delivery of the product to those who had 
ordered it. According to FICOMA, the advantages of such an agency as the UCIC 
would be measurable merely by endorsing it: for one thing, there were no losses, 
whereas for several years there have been losses at loading of between 8 and 10 per- 
cent of the goods each year; in addition--which is even better--the UCIC had an 
up-to-date progress report which was available to the canners, whereas the OCE 
refuses to divulge its statistics; this refusal, according to FICOMA, creates an 
atmosphere of suspicion by making people believe that the OCE favors some canners 
over others in its quotas. 


According to the canners, the OCE, far from serving the sector, is contributing in 
a definitive way to smothering it. The canning industry supports its views with 
the argument that this industry is subject to a policy that does not respond to the 
demands of contemporary trade. In addition, there are the administrative delays 
inherent in any administration, which, it seems, and the Federation of Canning 
Industries believes, are cultivated in particular by the OCE. 


This is why, according to FICOMA, the question of approval and contro! is a real 
handicap for the canning trade and a real means of pressure in the hands of the OCE. 
Aside from the delays for which the OCE has been biamed, the canning industry has 
been heard to grumble about the cost of the OCE to the industry. 


The OCE, on the other hand, which keeps 4.5 percent of the canning industry's 
turnover, thinks that this figure is consistent and in keeping with the operations 

it takes care of. This 4.5 percent, which includes market research costs (3 percent), 
quality control (1 percent), and transit costs (0.5 percent), are deemed excessive 

by the cenners, who charge the OCE with inertia, in a word, with lack of 
effectiveness. 
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In short, to listen to FICOMA, the OCE is a sort of official parasite which, far 
from promoting foreign trade and the export of national products, lives at the 
expense of the very people who are to a large extent guaranteeing its existence, 


A paradoxical situation? Assuredly, if one adheres to this we of view. But the 
situation is far more complex. It goes beyond the simple relationship between the 
OCE and the canning industry and includes partners of which the OCE/canners speak 
very little and about which they remain somewhat reticent. 





On a practical level, the ee ge is not only going to war (and this is 
practically the case!) against the OCE, but also against the Fishing Office. 


Comparison of Canned and Frozen Fish Exports in 1977/78 and 1978/79 


1977/78 Campaign 1978/79 Campaign 
Products 
Quantity Price® Value Quantity Price® Value 

Sardines in cases 1,851,000 93.3 172,800 1,881 ,000 100. 189 ,600 
Other Fish 7,700 7.8 60 ,500 7,900 7.3 57,900 
Frozen Fish 4,500 3.4 15,500 3,400 2.3 7 ,800 
Total Preserved 44 ,500 5.6 248 ,800 44,300 5.7 255,300 
Fish Meal 19,800 1.5 30,500 18,500 1.3 24,500 
011 6 ,600 1.5 9,900 8,700 1.4 12,100 
Total By-Products 26 ,400 1.5 40,400 27,200 1.3 36 ,600 
Grand Tota) 70,900 4.07 289,200 71,500 4.08 291,900 


*Price in dirhams per kilogram 
Quantity: in gross y-tons. For sardines, quantity: 
\ club 30. 


/25 Oct 80 p 2/ 


/Text/ The role of the offices has been questioned and the claims take turnings 
with various consequences. Thus, even though the OCE is not directly concerned 

with the problem of supplies, it is still no less involved in it. If the Fishing 
Office is blamed for not supplying the necessary effort to renovate and adapt the 
fishing fleet, the OCE, for its part, is accused of starving the small fishermen. 


in cases of 100 boxes, 


In fact, according to the logic of the Federation of Canning Industries, even though 
the OCE's contro] has permitted the quality of the national production and its 
adaptation to the demands of foreign markets (European in particular) to be upheld, 
if not improved, this does not mean that this contro] has not found to be negative 
by its restrictive nature. 


In truth, this amounts to saying that the under-equipment in the area of fishing 
causes problems for the quality of the catch subject to the control] the OCE exercises 











over the canning industry, and it should be restated here that 92 percent of its 
total production is destined for export. Since the fishing fleet is doomed--at 
least until further notice--to operate along the coastline and in the vicinity of 
seafood processing centers, the canning inaustry gives this as a reason for refusing 
the cargoes of fish which are at times, it appears, sold off at prices even below 
cost. 


The argument put forth by the canneries, as though it were obvic.u*s, concerns the 
OCE's contro] and the institutional requirement of this control] over products 
destined for the canning industry. 


Protect the Moroccan Label While Easing Standards 


In the light of this, the Federation of Canning Industries has said it is ready to 
explore new markets, in the Third World in particular, that are likely to respond 
favorably to other criteria than those required by the European market. Having 
said this, the same federation thinks it possible--on condition that the standards 
are redefined, that a new easing of these standards occurs--that greater quantities 
will be purchased, and at better prices, of the catches from the stil! under- 
equipped fishing sector. 


This “good” feeling of the canners is justified to a certain extent. The under- 
equipment of the infrastructure, which dates back to the time of the Protectorate, 
is, indeed, no longer responsive to the best utilization of the seafood processing 
industry. This state of affairs, in fact, makes it hazardous to attempt any 
preserving of a product that has a very low resistance to the normal room 

. rg of the factories. The solution would thus lie in setting up freezer 
plants. 


Faced with this situation, the fishermen are really grumbling. If it is true 
that a feeling of hostility is developing toward the OCE because the canners are 
pointing an accusing finger at it, it is also true that these canners, with the 
Fishing Office, are channeling and directing the anger and frustration of the 
fishermen, boat owners or merely sailors. 


From the point of view of figures, during the last season only 30,000 tons of the 
108,000 tons of fish caught were purchased by the canning industry. The boat 
owners and small fishermen found themselves, when al) was said and done, with a 
sizeable quantity of fish in their holds, with which they did not know what to do. 


This 1s the precise po'nt to question the role of the Asmak Company, which is 
supposed to concern itse.* exclusively with marketing seafood products on a national 
scale. One might rightly a-k why this company does not fulfill the regulating role 
it has been given? The Asmak Company, which was conceived with the aim of promoting 
the consumption of fresh fish by the people, seems, after some remarkable 
beginnings, to have responded increasingly slowly. 


Established in 1973, the Asmak Company, which had 50 points of sale throughout the 
country, now has points of sale only in the major urban centers. 


According to the Asmak Company's management, the failure, which is not a failure in 
marketing the fish, can be explained by several failures. The lack of adequate 
structures, which caused irregularities at supply level, the drop in activity, 
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which was caused by this situation and by the dispersement of the points of sale, 
problems with controlling prices, with the quality of the fish, retail! marketi 
without a real infrastructure of a product as perishable as fish: these are a) 
factors which affected the activities of Asmak. 


In the light of the foregoing, according to the Asmak management, one can better 
understand why this company has not fulfilled the ambitions set for it. 


The Asmak Company has showed itself to be an unprofitable operation as a solution 
to a specific problem (making the public aware of fish as a food), since the very 
complex problems of administration and contro! finally ended by weakening, in a 
tangible way, the efforts of the Asmak Company. 


Asmak's Fresh Fish Is Dead: Long Live Frozen Fish 


However, far from being discouraged by the special conditions of marketing fresh 
fish, the management of Asmak is proposing an overal! strategy for the future under 
the same management. A verification that everyone agrees in recognizing: national 
consumption is weak compared to the available resources. Alt the need to have 
fish consumed is real and is a solution at the level of the local market, there is 
a problem in seeing the answer only in terms of fresh fish. On the contrary, the 
problem must be posed in terms of an industrial solution. 





If fish is an industrial activity, it becomes urgent to study the question of 
distributing seafood in a new way. The solution of fresh fish being long dead, 

Asmak nevertheless does not despair and considers that the solution lies in freezing. 
The frozen product, although it is not part of the consumption habits of the 
country, nevertheless represents a choice for the future, with advantages that 
cannot be disputed. 


With the nutritive quality of the fish remaining intact with freezing methods, the 
fish stays in a condition of irreproachable quality while needing no special 
structure. In addition, the price element should noted (frozen fish is 25 to 30 
percent cheaper than fresh fish), as should the regularity of supplies. As the 

t of Asmak is fond of repeating, “Fre.n fish is a fish for a chance meet- 
ing; with frozen fish, there is the advantage of being able to make a date.” 


Asmak takes the view that any solution aimed at developing fish consumption is 
erroneous unless it recognizes the importance and viability of —*28 which, 
according to Asmak, is the miracle solution to prepare for the year 


Fishermen: “Everyone Is Blackmailing Us” 


Thus, at the end of this survey on the fishing sector, it can be seen that the 
problems are many, linked, and complex. The canning industry, by pulling the alarm 
bell to draw attention to the problems with which it says it is faced, has 

revealed a sector in crisis in which it forms but one aspect, of importance, to be 
sure. 


By placing itself in the center of the discussions, the Federation of Canning 
Industries has, for all that, not masked the real dimension of the problems, of 
which it forms an important part. At the end of this overview of the fishing 





sector, the stakes have to do with many elements and it would be difficult to say 
which one has more importance than any of the others. 


The fishermen, the boat owners, the offices (OCE, ONP) are as important as the 

canning industry in the fishing sector. The accusations made by the canning 

industry ** the OCE have not brought any significant reaction from this office. 

Unofficially, the leaders sey they are ready to face a public debate, to reveal 

+) faerie which can show that the accusations against this office are without 
sis. 


The major party to be accused is, of course, the OCE, but if the canning industry 
is accusing this office of strangling the industry, the industry is under attack 
from boat owners and smal! fishermen who blame it for smothering them shamelessly. 
Since the infrastructure for preserving the catches of fish are lacking, one can 
easily understand the complaints of the boat owners and fishermen-sailors, for 
whom the canning industry is their only client. 


The canning industry's refusal to take the fishing cargoes is explained, according 
to the industry, by the OCE standards with which they must comply. Situated at 
the crossroads of the various components of the ee sector, the canning 
industry possesses a real power of pressure: especially over the fishermen. This 
means of pressure, which seems like a blackmail! instrument in the hands of the 
canning industry, can be implemented at any given moment. Especially during the 
height of the season. 


The action recently taken by the Federation of Canning Industries has shown this. 
While refusing to acknowledge its responsibilities with regard to the current 
“crisis” that the fishing sector is going through, the canning industry has said it 
is ready to take adequate measures for it to be reabsorbed. Jo which the 

sense of the fishermen replies: no unilateral decision from the very people who 
are strangling us. Or, further, from Asmak, which is calling for a development of 
freezer systems to increase and make local consumption tangible. 


(Investigation carried out in Safi, Essaouria, Agadir, and Casablanca. ) 


11550 
CSO: 4400 


69 











SAUDI ARABIA 


DIESEL ENGINES FOR PUMPS--Goteborg (Tidningarnas lelegrambyra) Volvo Penta has 
received a new large order for diesel motors from Seudia Arabia. The order includes 
3,500 six-cylinder engines valued at 140 million Swedish kronor. The deliveries 

are to take place during all of 1981. Together with the 2,000 motors ordered in 
1979, and the motors earlier delivered, there are now 10,000 Volvo engines operat- 
ing in Saudia Arabia. The motors in the new order are primarily planned to be used 
as power plants for irrigation installations in the desert. [Text] [Stockholm 
SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 26 Dec 80 p 27) 
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ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY INTERVIEWS PRESIDENT NUMAYRI 
LD171240 Khartoum SUNA in English 1010 GMT 17 Nov 80 


{'Text' of Ethiopian news agency interview with Gen Ja'far Muhammad Numayri, 
president of Sudan--date and place not given) 


[Text] [Question] The process of normal relation between the two neighbouring 
fraternal peoples and countries initiated early this year by the top leaders of the 
Sudan and Ethiopia constitutes a major event of far-reaching importance in this 
area of the world. How could your excellency assess the aftermath of visit and 
talks with Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam in Khartoum. 





[Answer] The tarm (normalizing) is short of expressing the trust links that bind 
the people of the two countries. Sudan and Ethiopia are not only linked by geo- 
graphical neighbourhood but by human intermingle and joint historical and mutual 
interests. Thus by considering differences whatever their magnitude where they 
remain a passing phenomenon bilateral relations will flourish determining in the 
end the ensurance of good neighbourliness and mutual cooperation. As regards good 
neighbourliness, Sudan has in recognition of the its [as received] volume potentials 
and impact on the Arab world and the African continent, represented an indisputable 
international weight. Moreover, Sudan is a stabilizing factor in this port of the 
world in view of its ties with neighbouring countries. 


The visit of brother chairman Mengistu, which took place at a convenient time, had 
provided an opportunity for constructive dialogue which made clear the fact that 
the interests of Sudan and Ethiopia are contrary to any sort of difference between 
then. 


[Question] There had been a series of exchange of visits between Sudanese and 
Ethiopian experts in various fields since last May, in an effort to promote joint 
venture. What are the prospects for sutual collaboration in road transport and 
communication between Ethiopia and Sudan? 


[Answer| The possibilities of mutual cooperation are unlimited particularly in 
economy, culox [as received] transport, communications and road construction 
including the completion of the African road network which could link Africa's 
eastern and western parts. Sudan has tailored a policy towards such cooperation 
with most neighbouring African states. The attitude was not confined to the 
signing of agreements but reached the stage of forming joint ministerial committees 
assigned to facilitate border trade and settling of arising problems. Such policy 








has proved beneficial and we hope by adopting the same procedure with sister 
Ethiopia we could strengthen the interests of the Ethiopian and Sudanese peoples. 


[Question] The good neighbourhood policy being pursued by the Democratic Republic 
of Sudan and socialist Ethiopia is contributing to the peace and stability in this 
region of Africa and the Red Sea. How could this be strengthened and become per- 
manent? 


[Anewer] We believe that the stability and promotion of bilateral relations is the 
most significant guarantee for the stability of our region and the Red Sea as well. 
We have even called for keeping the Red Sea free from any sort of foreign presence, 
aiming at keeping it [words indistinct) international conflicts, since it has been 
proved that these conflicts attain their often [as received) at the expense of 
local identities and their vital interests as well. Sudan had initiated the call 
for the red [word indistinct] state conference in a bid to attain the objective 

in question. The conference held only a session in Taaz, Northern Yemen, and was 
attended by the heads of states of Somalia, Sudan, Northern Yemen and Southern 
Yemen. Regional and international changes had ruled out attempts to include all 
the littoral states in Taaz conference. Still, Sudan has not ceased endeavour 

in hold an expeded [as received) summit to work out means for ensuring that the 

Red Sea will be kept as a water way safeguarding the interests of its littoral 
states and the world at large without any sort of prejudice. I consider the promo- 
tion of Ethiopia-Sudanese ties a significant step towards that objective. 


[Question] The conclusion of military [word indistinct] between the United States 
and Somalia has added a new element of instability to an already turbulent situa- 
tion in the horn of Africa. How does your excellency conceive Sudan's role in 
bringing about lasting peace in this area of the world? 


[Answer] As I said before Sudan's established conviction emanates from its recog- 
nition of the danger of foreign presence in our region whatever its nature is, any 
foreign presence in the region of [words indistinct]. The region will then be 
turned into a center of international conflict carrying dangers to peace and 
stability and to the aspirations of the peoples of the region in development and 
prosperity. We in Sudan still believe that the states of the region are capable 
of defending themselves against any external threat. Thus, good neighbourliness, 
cooperation, non-interference in others internal affairs, resorting to dialogues 
in solving arising problems and complete understanding of mutual interest, consti- 
tutes a guarantee not only against all sorts of dangers but against foreign presence 
in any part of the region. 


[Question] The setting up of six autonomous regions in the Sudan got off the ground 
last May--what is the driving force behind this structure in terms of streamlining 
and extending social, educational and health amenities and facilitating adminis- 
trative programmes? 


[Answer] The regional government resolution, according to the permanent constitu- 
tion, is binding to the government. The resolution has explicitly stated governing 
of Sudan s\ould be decentralized in view of Sudan's vastness that exceeds a million 
square miles in area. The application of regional government through the formation 
of regions which was approved by the National Congress of the Sudanese Socialist 
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Union, is in tune to the constitution's demand and an implementation of its 
articles. As regards the significance of the new administrative situation towards 
development, health and culture, I think nothing new could emerge. The peoples 
local government formula, which was in extensive practice ten years ago, was based 
on decentralizing of services which were undertaken by the councils of the peoples 
local government at provincial levels. 





Still, | consider the role to be shouldered by the regional government in devising 
comprehensive development plan in every region a significant one which in turn 
could lead to integration of Sudan resources. 


CSO: 4820 


73 











BRIEFS 


MILITARY SUPPLY AGREEMENTS--Khartoum, 24 Nov (SUNA)--Lt Gen ‘Abd-al-Majid Hamid 
Khalil, first vice president and defense minister, has announced that agreements 
have been signed with the PRC, United States and France to supply the armed forces 
with their requirements. He added that this year will witness another move to 
complete what we aspire for. He stressed the fact that supplying the armed forces 
and raising their fighting capability are proceeding according to a precise study. 
{Text} [LD241408 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1000 GMT 24 Nov 80] 


GOVERNOR RELIEVED OF POST--The president of the republic, Jafar Muhammad Numayri, 
today issued a republican decree relieving Mr Abdullah ‘Umar, governor of Northern 
Kordofan Province, of his post as provincial governor. The deputy governor will 


discharge the duties of the provincial governor. [Text] [Omdurman Domestic Ser- 
vice in Arabic 1590 GMT 25 Nov 80) 


THIRD AMF LOAN--The Arab Monetary Fund has agreed to provide a loan of 5 million 
Arab Dinars (approximately $19 million) to Sudan to help meet the country's 
balance of payments deficit. The three-year loan carries interest at 5.8 per 
cent, an average of 1.5 per cent higher than the AMF's second loan to Sudan, 
$7.3 million, extended in October of last year. Total lending by the AMF to 
Sudan now stands at around $24 million. Chronic balance of payments problems 
and severe economic difficulties because of falls in commodity exports this year 
have already led to a rescheduling of $1.1 billion Sudan has borrowed on inter- 
national markets. As this newsletter reported in its November 10 issue, $600 
million lent to private Sudanese banks has just been rescheduled by a group of 
five major Western banks; one year ago Sudan and its creditors reached an agree- 
ment enabling the Khartoum government to stagger the payment of some $500 million 
in arrears over the following seven years. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & 
MEMO in English 17 Nov 80 p 6) 
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